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Cultural Depth and Pursuing the Pinnacle of Chinese Music
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Over the past three years, the pandemic has left deep imprints on daily life and notably, the arts and culture sectors. These
challenging times have constricted economic prospects, especially in non-essential industries, and temporarily severed interna-
tional exchanges. However, these challenges also revealed a silver lining: they fostered a renewed appreciation for local culture
and paved the way for innovative digital methods to share and promote arts and culture.

As the pandemic recedes and international engagements revitalize, the Taipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO) has invited renowned
Chinese Music masters and prominent Western Music musicians worldwide. Significant figures gracing this season include pipa
maestro WU Man and the eminent huqin virtuoso WONG On Yuen, accompanied by his son WONG Sun Tat. Their December
performances are set to expand the audience's cultural horizons and deepen their appreciation of music. Especially noteworthy is
the return of WONG On Yuen, now 78 years old, to collaborate with TCO after a hiatus of 15 years. The anticipated concert,
where he performs alongside his son, is set to be a highlight, showcasing a collection of timeless classics. It is a performance that
Chinese Music enthusiasts will surely not want to miss.

TCO's mission goes beyond simply venerating the past; it actively incorporates traditional arts as a foundation for contemporary
creativity. The October "Infinity" concert embodies this spirit, integrating Zen and Tai Chi motifs in a blend of Chinese and
modern music, unfolding intricate layers of aesthetic delight. As we approach the dual milestones—the 140th anniversary of
Taipei's establishment and TCO's 45th anniversary—the Orchestra delves into the city's diverse cultural narratives. Highlighted
in the October performance, New Hakka Voices from Monga, this fusion of traditional Hakka rhythms with modern melodies
recounts the stories of Taipei's Hakka herbal medicine traders in the Wanhua District, capturing the unique local Hakka culture
that seamlessly melds both traditional and contemporary elements.

On November 26, the "Hearken, A Starry Night III" concert celebrates the third year of the Taiwan Rising Stars of Chinese Music
project. Over the years, this platform has spotlighted numerous emerging talents, each endorsed by one of Taiwan's elite orches-
tras. More than just a showcase, this initiative underscores Taiwan's dedication to fostering its rich musical traditions. It provides
young artists with an opportunity to shine and to collaborate with seasoned professionals.

With "Extreme - Music" as its theme for the 2023-24 season, TCO demonstrates its unwavering dedication to reaching the pinna-
cle of musical artistry. The lineup promises an eclectic blend of traditional masterpieces, avant-garde Chinese compositions, and
innovative collaborations. This commitment goes beyond just one season; it symbolizes TCO's enduring vision: positioning
Taiwan's Chinese music prominently on the world stage.
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