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A Lifelong Love and Glorious
Soundscape -
About Two TCO Concerts

Text / LIU Ma-Li
(Adjunct Assistant Professor at Fu Jen Catholic University and National Dong Hwa University)

Image / Taipei Chinese Orchestra

Apart from technical challenges, the blessing and the trickiest part of music is, and has always been, the tacit understanding
and wordless communication between performers. Excellent technique is the make of a musician, as seamless coordination is
the foundation of an ensemble, and details vital to musical expressions and interpretation. All three must come together to

allow everything to fall into place and lock in a successful performance.

Good tidings and great joy! WONG On Yuen and WONG Sun Tat are invited to perform Erhu Virtuosi together with Taipei
Chinese Orchestra (hereinafter referred to as TCO) on December 23™. TCO will also perform with Twincussion in The
Celebration of Percussions on March 9", 2024, stirring up a storm with their interpretation of Theater - Resonance - Zen
Concerto for 2 Percussionists and Chinese Orchestra by Pius CHEUNG. This will surely be the thrilling experience many

await.

Father And Son Renewing Their Bond with Erhu

WONG On Yuen, an important keyword in the Chinese music world, and the synonym of erhu master. He came to Taiwan for the first
time in 1983 and participated in the International Arts Festival at the invitation of the International NEW ASPECT Cultural and
Educational Foundation. This generated an uproar in the Chinese music world. He proceeded to released albums every year after the
boom and every one of them became a classic. In 1992, WONG On Yuen and Twelve Kinds of Huqin won the Best Performance
Album Award by China Times Evening News. In 1999, he was chosen as the cover star of Strad, an international string music

magazine. WONG On Yuen is without doubt one of the greatest Huqin masters of the generation.

WONG Sun Tat, the eldest son of WONG On Yuen, is also an active Huqin player. Father and son often perform together on stage.
WONG junior joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra in 1997 and served as Gaohu principle second for more than a decade. He is

currently the head of the Chinese Music Department at Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts in Singapore.

2023 end of year concert “Erhu Virtuosi” features father and son virtuosi WONG On Yuen and WONG Sun Tat together with TCO.
Though in his seventies, WONG On Yuen shall again awe and inspire on stage just like before. It’s yesterday once more. WONG On
Yuen has not held a personal concert in Taiwan for several years. He confessed that, “it is not easy to overcome the pressure of reopen-
ing concerts after such a long time. Sun Tat has been very supportive. Maybe he is just trying to make sure that my retired life is a little
less boring, or through performing on stage, prevent the threat and deterioration brough on by old age. Sensing this, I agreed to take

part in the concert."

It was very unfortunate that WONG On Yuen and TCO’s first concert in 1983 never took place. All the rehearsals and preparation

came to nothing as the political environment back then did not allow.
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On October 25, 2008, the father-son duo of WONG On Yuen and WONG Sun Tat performed the classic The Butterfly Lovers Double Huqin Concerto
with the TCO at the “Erhu Kaleidoscope” concert.

WONG On Yuen is growing in age and losing the strength to perform for long hours on stage. Wishing to leave no regret and repay
the fans for their love and support, WONG Sun Tat hopes that his father will continue to play and make music if health and skill
permit. They held many concerts in Hong Kong, Singapore, and Mainland China. Fans all over the world were wild with ecstasy. As
Taiwan is the only place left out. TCO’s invitation came just in time. This year, the long-awaited father and son virtuosi are ready

dazzle, fascinate and wow the music lovers in Taiwan with the orchestra.

WONG On Yuen and WONG Sun Tat collaborated with TCO on several occasions. The two parties even performed The Butterfly
Lovers Double Huqin Concerto together. “MIN Huifen and I were invited to sit on the judging panel of the International Erhu Compe-
tition. We performed with the winners afterwards. Finally, we were able to showcase The Butterfly Lovers after the lifting of martial

”

law.

WONG On Yuen was truly honored having the opportunity to cooperate with QU Chunquan. “ I have collaborated with Mr. Qu
multiple times. I am deeply honored and extremely grateful to perform under his conducting. Mr. Qu is the perfect conductor for The

Butterfly Lovers. He is an experienced conductor and an exceptional erhu player who had released an album. ”

Both Mr. WONG and Mr. WONG junior agree that Chinese music in Taiwan is health and thriving. In 2009, they collaborated with
Hsinchu City Youth Chinese Orchestra, presenting The Butterfly Lovers, River of Sorrow, and Cantonese Music Medley. The creativi-
ty and level of excellence was awe-inspiring.“I have witnessed the advancement of Chinese music in Southeast Asia, Hong Kong, and
Taiwan within the past couple of decades. Many young Taiwan performers joined Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra to further their

musical career and achieved great success. Chinese music in Singapore has also seen a significant improvement...
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WU Pei-Ching and TCO's principal percussionist, HSIEH Tsung-Hsin, performed Pius CHEUNG's Theater - Resonance - Zen Concerto for 2
Percussionists and Chinese Orchestra on December 19, 2021, at the Zhongzheng Auditorium of Taipei Zhongshan Hall. (WU Pei-Ching)

40 years ago, WONG On Yuen initiated cross-strait exchanges in Chinese music with string instruments and broadened the musical
horizon of people in Taiwan. On Christmas Eve this year, he will again lead us back in time and savor the tantalizing memory that

many hold dear.

Hail To Percussion, Drumming Up a Storm, and Make Music!

In addition to father and son WONG’s upcoming concert, TCO invited another set of family musicians to set your heart racing at
The Celebration of Percussions-2024 Taipei Traditional Arts Festival Opening Concert. The marvelous percussionists are
Twincussion, twin brothers CHIEN Jen-Ting and CHIEN Jen-Yu from Yilan.

CHIEN Jen-Ting and CHIEN Jen-Yu have been banging around playing with iron and steel in their father’s factory since young. It
was where their love for percussion was born. When asked how they train for instrumental ensembles, they answer unanimously,

“Time, companionship, and practice. We are able to groove and feed off each other’s energies on stage with mere eye contact.”

Twincussion was founded in 2010 in the spirit of music missionary. They have performed all over Taiwan and stated their presence
to the international music world as an aspiring young percussion group. They studied at the Royal Danish Academy of Music and
obtain the highest diploma in percussion (Doctor in Music Performance). Over the years Twincussion won many major percussion

awards. Their supreme musical skills and well-coordinated performance definitely take percussion music to another level.
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WU Pei-Ching and TCO's principal percussionist, HSIEH Tsung-Hsin, performed Pius CHEUNG's Theater - Resonance + Zen Concerto for 2
Percussionists and Chinese Orchestra on December 19, 2021, at the Zhongzheng Auditorium of Taipei Zhongshan Hall. (HSIEH Tsung-Hsin)

Theater - Resonance - Zen Concerto for 2 Percussionists and Chinese Orchestra is composed by Pius CHEUNG and commissioned
by TCO. The concerto is written specifically for double percussion and Chinese orchestra. It involves a whole host of percussion
instruments, featuring a good mix of individual and ensemble skills to produce cohesive, well-layered and highly coordinated work.
Theater - Resonance - Zen was a major success when debuted on December 19%, 2021 by WU Pei-Ching and HSIEH Tsung-Hsin
in collaboration with TCO.

CHIEN Jen-Ting and CHIEN Jen-Yu’s interpretation of Theater - Resonance - Zen was ““ to mix body, percussion, and jingbo for
a dramatic start and lay the bed for what to come. The performers are making music and having fun. The Eastern and Western
musical instruments (xylophone, yunluo) resonate with each other, full of contrast and powerful impact. The brothers are totally
absorbed by and deeply focused on the music they created, beyond the point of distraction and entering into the state of flow, which
is also called Zen. ”They collaborate, compete, and challenge each other on stage. This is not an easy feat to accomplish. Beheld!

the Twincussion brothers is about to open up a whole new chapter for percussion ensemble with Theater - Resonance - Zen.
Aside from Twincussion, TCO is also scheduled to perform with WU Hsin-Hsuan, a percussionist who is currently a member of Les

Percussions de Strasbourg in France. WU will team up with TCO principal percussionist HSIEH Tsung-Hsin in their interpretation

of KUAN Nai-Chung’s New Century of the Dragon Double Percussion Concerto.
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Percussionist WU Hsin-Hsuan will join TCO's principal percussionist
HSIEH Tsung-Hsin to present the New Century of the Dragon Double
Percussion Concerto.

Twincussion will present Pius CHEUNG's Theater - Resonance - Zen
Concerto for 2 Percussionists and Chinese Orchestra

Percussion is considered the backbone or heartbeat of contemporary music. Just like Twincussion, WU Hsin-Hsuan embraces music
with a tolerant mind and an open heart, regardless of the challenges presented.” In the past seven years, some of the repertoire I
performed at Les Percussions de Strasbourg was pure music, and some combined body movements and theater. Every performance
requires different instrument sets and employs new expressions or technique.” This time, Chinese music presents a whole new
challenge for WU as well. “ New Century of the Dragon Double Percussion Concerto means to accentuate percussion music while
expressing the beauty of Chinese music in perfect harmony. The wonderful soundscape features dynamic, vital, and energetic sounds

with great nuance and flow.”

This is the second time WU has collaborated with TCO. For her, double concerto starts with an engaging dialogue between the
two soloists and then gradually expands to the entire orchestra. Through the heterogeneity of dialogues expressed through

striking, shaking or scraping percussion instruments, the performers explore and exploit the limit of sound.

Of the two TCO concerts, one may be the farewell concert of Huqin virtuoso WONG On Yuen, paying tribute to the Chinese
music tradition in Taiwan. The other is a drum and percussion festival celebrating the beginning of the Year of Dragon with an
adventurous spirit. Both showcase the relentless pursuit of perfection and musical art so ardently embraced by TCO. Using
tradition as anchor, and creativity as wings, TCO will discover, communicate, engage, inspire, and pave the way to the next

musical marvel.
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