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Exploring the Possibilities of Social Practice in the Future of Chinese Music

Over the past three years, the global pandemic has necessitated a metaphorical hibernation and period of reflection as the best
course of action. In the post-pandemic era, all sectors universally long to revive past prosperity. The arts and culture sector has
recently emerged from its gloom, unveiling performances as vibrant and colorful as a blossoming garden, signaling a fresh,
hopeful atmosphere as we approach the New Year.

Reflecting on 2023, the Taipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO) staged several major annual productions: WANG ZHAOJUN, the
Musical Concert, the ethnic dance drama Eternal Love across the Magpie Bridge, and “The Rite of Spring” concert. Beyond
their impressive box office and attendance numbers, these productions set new benchmarks for cross-cultural and bound-
ary-crossing collaborations in Chinese Music.“The Rite of Spring” concert, in particular, significantly altered the music indus-
try’s view on the harmony between Western and Chinese orchestras, turning skepticism into admiration for the unique sound
of the Chinese Orchestra. This innovative approach not only added ethnic richness and musical depth to these two classic works
but also paved new pathways in the rich and diverse world of Chinese orchestral composition.

Last year’s “Music Soaring” forum brought together Chinese Music professionals from Taiwan and overseas, all deeply
engaged in local development, to exchange insights and experiences from their respective areas. This gathering aimed to trace
and understand the current developmental trends of Chinese Music in Taiwan, facilitating an exchange of ideas and inspirations
among these practitioners. Building on the momentum of the forum, this magazine has featured a series of reports on diverse
topics and regions, culminating in this current 92nd issue. Notably, it will delve into the increasingly emphasized areas of
“Artistic Long-term Care” and “Music Education for the Elderly, ”drawing on the real-life experiences of Chinese musicians to
explore broader possibilities for the future social application of Chinese Music.

At the end of December this year, the “Erhu Virtuosi” concert, featuring WONG On Yuen and his son, is set to stir the memories
of Chinese Music enthusiasts, taking them back to the 1980s. That era witnessed WONG On Yuen’s erhu phenomenon sweep
across Taiwan, establishing an erhu legend. His reappearance at Zhongshan Hall this year presents a golden opportunity for fans
to experience the maestro’s captivating stage presence.

The upcoming 2024 marks the Year of the Dragon and the 140th anniversary of Taipei’s founding. The TCO, under the theme
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of “Music and Literature,” will continue exploring Chinese Music’s artistry. As part of the Taipei Traditional Arts Season, the
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focus will be on “Taipei’s Elegance,” showcasing Taiwan’s contemporary and diverse cultural ecology through exquisite
creations and performances by renowned artists and outstanding teams. As we reminisce about the past year and look forward
to the future, we invite the public to join TCO in experiencing and co-creating these moments of artistic splendor, celebrating

Taipei’s rich cultural heritage together.

03



