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"Impressions of Upland" concert
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TANG Muhai, guest conductor, will perform at "A Triptych of Love" concert. Susan TANG, Vlohmit will perform at

"A Triptych of Love" concert.

HE
3

Skl | R LA e

B BRI RIER - /e S AR fe R MR M A 44 8% - SR PSS EAN A AR 7 AN Eh e 2
Yo PRI S F - FERE R E SR - RN R RS » MlifFih ka8 - RE R
SRR BRGNS RE S G MRS AR ERGCR - R R B AR R E A
BRH AR S o

B Rt
=S

=M AE A B A S E L RIAY R 8L - T 30" Concertare"EIRE THIF ) 8 T&1F) - EHil 7R # HLEE
TR —F 5 48 05T o 17RO R R il R B I R Rl R S a8 5 S RE 2K » FE R & S S [ 2 1) - 35 (N A FE R B AT - DL
EACE 4 ENEE AR — o B BT A ERBRGR - NIt 2 i —E R F 4 G s 2 BOm e Sl A - A H
A LVE RIBZRRAE A Bl - ol J8 2 F REME ~ gRE - DIRBERIEERA -

SHaH TE =8 BE 2 E RV NEER G FHE B > Bi CBGRIBILE &1F  HEBREF (/D
REWMZEMDY - BB R AR HISK - 76 B FR [H 42 R - F 120045 LB & A E4E ~ 20067 FEE [l o 0] i
41 (Echo-Klassik) ~ 2017428 AR B~ BIFS 5 MOBIAE - 20204F 3553 JE 8B Iy gl 4%4% ) (OPUS KLASSIK) ©
HEE (F—/NEEmE) Ezonﬂaqﬂll%@:éﬂﬁﬁéuﬁﬁlﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁé TR > R IEMREER: HEARIER Ol Z
E » A RIS — M B G40 it 2 DUEERE & 4% (Program Music) £ 4 » 13 B 44l R4 ¥ & 4%(Absolute Music) @ —AEHTEFHY
JEAES o 18 ARSI e B B > LIE IR UE 200 > FHEMBE ~ T8 - R S s - /MRS = i anan
AR RE e > JEERAE AL 220175 H /IR B 5K S e B ] 80 SRR R e 0 4 B M 5 20224 EH BT I A Bl R
{EARFE A > S EH S e BT T3 7 S0 B A T B S P g 5 o 0 o

05



ES
Q
Q
<
]
]
2
Qo
<

MIBEIGR ) &S @ HRHEa MIIBEIGR | & 4w MEEHRE R BIE R
CHENG Li-Pin, conductor, will perform at the William WEI, violinist, will perform at the
"Impressions of Upland" concert. "Impressions of Upland" concert.
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CHANG Yu-An, TCO Principal Conductor, LU Sigqin, violinist, will perform at
will perform at "The Everlasting "The Everlasting Romance V" concert.
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CHEN Han-Wei, baritone, LIANG Y ou-Jhong, soprano, Kingston KUNG, tenor, will perform at the "Impressions of Upland" concert.
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HO Pei-Ting, TCO Zhonghu Player, and WU Chih-Ting, Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra Dizi Player, will perform together at "A Triptych of Love" concert.
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Music from the Mountains:
Three Concerts by the
Taipe1 Chinese Orchestra

Text / LIU Ma-Li
(Adjunct Assistant Professor at Fu Jen Catholic University and National Dong Hwa University)

Image / Taipei Chinese Orchestra

In the 21st century, Chinese Music has embraced diverse cultures across generations and nations. It has seamlessly integrated
tradition and innovation, creating a dialogue that melds East and West. Whether through symphonization, modernization, or
localization, the fusion of Western strings with traditional Chinese instruments continues to inspire fresh perspectives in

Chinese Music.
This May and June, the Taipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO) is hosting 3 concerts, each featuring a violin concerto with the

Chinese Orchestra. These performances showcase internationally acclaimed violinists as soloists, alongside collaborations

with renowned artists from around the world, promising an extraordinary musical experience.

3] LET You HEAR THE WORLD
CO 2imum R E A

BETRSIES

AR 6ERERE - HRZH2E B -
SEHA - TFNM\E  AURBRORE BIRA -«

e

., Iy
S Ea
ANt

SRfFEREHAEURNS FRERERERRLREE
BEFRTREEDT » USSR 8
FEMPEILAEROBORERALORE - BERBHAOCNERREA -

TN SR &S e

"Impressions of Upland" concert

09



ES
Q
Q
=
]
=
2
Qo
<

Harmony in Diversity: The Chinese Orchestra Meets the Violin

Chinese Music values a freehand style, while the violin excels in melodic expression. In this fusion of East and West, we

ponder: can this vast musical terrain embrace the richness of both worlds?

Collaboration between Western instruments and Chinese Orchestras is a common approach to musical interpretation. Through
the unique sounds of Chinese instruments and the composer's ingenuity, nuanced and rich variations are brought to life. When
combined with the distinct timbres of Western instruments, such exploration leads to innovative effects, making it an instru-

mental combination that contemporary composers are eager to explore and push the boundaries of.

A concerto, as a form, inherently embodies the integration of diverse elements. Its Latin root “concertare” signifies “to
compete” or “to cooperate,” capturing the essence of a musical dialogue between the soloist and the orchestra. Since the 17th
century, composers have blended various instruments in concertos, achieving a harmonious and unified musical expression.
This dynamic interplay of competition and cooperation makes concertos a beloved genre in concerts, highlighting not only the
soloist's virtuosity but also the rich variety of sounds, the depth of musical layers, and the harmonious collaboration of the

ensemble.

On May 4th, A4 Triptych of Love will showcase the talents of emerging violinist Susan TANG as the soloist. She will collabo-
rate with her father, TANG Muhai, a renowned conductor with numerous accolades such as the 2004 Grammy Award, the 2006
Echo-Klassik Award in Germany, the 2017 Oscar International Golden Opera Award in Italy, and the 3rd OPUS KLASSIK
Award in Germany in 2020. Together, they will perform ZHAO Jiping's Violin Concerto No. 1.

Commissioned by the China National Center for the Performing Arts in 2017, ZHAO Jiping's Violin Concerto No. I is a
single-movement masterpiece that took the composer ten years to complete. Unlike typical Chinese Music compositions that
are often programmatic, this piece is an example of absolute music. In line with ZHAO Jiping's signature style, the concerto
features beautifully delicate melodies as its motifs, structured in sonata form to gradually develop and expand the musical
texture. The violin expresses a deeply moving and evocative main theme. The work was first premiered in 2017 by violinist
NING Feng and the China National Center for the Performing Arts Orchestra. In 2022, it was adapted by Singaporean compos-
er LAW Wailun and premiered in its Chinese Music version by NING Feng and the Singapore Chinese Orchestra.

TR AR TR S MRS

Susan TANG, violinist, will perform at
"A Triptych of Love" concert.

TANG Muhai, guest conductor, will perform at "A Triptych of Love" concert.
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On May 19th, the concert "Impressions of Upland" will feature violinist William WEI, winner of the Queen Elisabeth Music
Competition in 2015. He joins forces with conductor CHENG Li-Pin to perform KUAN Nai-Chung's Impressions of Upland.
Originally a double gianjin banhu concerto, this piece has been adapted into a violin concerto. CHENG Li-Pin has previously
collaborated with Lin Cho-Liang on an album that was well-received and released by Naxos International in 2020. He brings
his expertise to this performance. The composition consists of 3 movements, each using elements of indigenous folk songs to
capture the varied landscapes of Alishan in distinct styles. The first movement, The Sacred Tree in the Fog, employs high
string instruments, xiao, and marimba to create a series of dissonant chords, evoking the misty ambiance of the mountains. The
second movement, The Train in the Mountain Forest, features a violin solo that imitates the sound of a distant steam whistle,
suggesting the start of a delightful journey. The final movement, Celebrating a Good Harvest Year, paints a vibrant picture of

a folk celebration, using flowing melodies and robust rhythms to express the indigenous people's gratitude to the gods.

On June lIst, the concert The Everlasting Romance IV will showcase The Butterfly Lovers Violin Concerto, a masterpiece
composed in 1959 by HO Zhanhao and CHEN Gang. This concerto is not only a classic in its own right but also a must-play
for nearly every Chinese violinist and one of the most beloved violin concertos. For this occasion, renowned violinist LU
Siqin, who has collaborated with the TCO multiple times, has been invited. He is one of the most active and distinguished
Chinese violinists in today's music scene and is the first Asian to win the gold medal at the Paganini International Violin
Competition in Italy. The author had the honor of interviewing him years ago, during which he shared that he had performed

The Butterfly Lovers over a hundred times, yet each performance brought a unique experience.

The partnership between violinist LU Siqin and the TCO has a history that spans over 15 years. Their first joint performance
was "Lu's Magic Bow" on April 25, 2009. In March 2014, they took their cooperation a step further by recording The Butterfly
Lovers violin album with the Swedish BIS record label. This alliance continued with the "The Everlasting Romance" series in
the years 2014, 2015, and 2016. The upcoming concert on June 1st marks the fourth installment of this series. Over this extend-

ed period, the collaboration has forged a deep bond between LU Siqin and the TCO.

The Butterfly Lovers is a programmatic concerto that unfolds in 3 sections: "Fall in Love," "Defiance," and "Transformation,"
drawing on elements from Shaoxing Opera. Despite its thematic nature, the piece follows a single-movement structure akin to
sonata form—exposition, development, and recapitulation. The Yue Opera's melodic fragments serve as motifs, evolving in
texture, melody, and harmony, all while maintaining a Western form and style. The version performed at this concert, arranged

by CHUNG Yiu-Kwong, is specifically tailored for violin and Chinese Orchestra. This arrangement beautifully balances

strength and gentleness, merging Eastern and Western soundscapes, making it a familiar favorite among TCO fans.
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CHENG Li-Pin, conductor, will perform at the "Impressions of Upland" concert. William WEI, violinist, will perform at the "Impressions of Upland" concert.
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LU Siqin, violinist, will perform at "The Everlasting Romance IV" concert.

Chinese Music Redefining Cool!

Before the concert starts, we are all used to hearing announcements like "Please turn off or silence your electronic devices" or
"The use of electronic devices is prohibited." However, at the A Triptych of Love concert, attendees are actually encouraged

to openly use their devices during the performance. Isn't this a radical departure from tradition?

Tan Dun, a celebrated Chinese composer and conductor, remains active on the international stage. He is renowned for blending
cross-cultural elements in his music, often drawing on traditional Chinese musical styles and experimenting with unconven-
tional instruments. His notable works include the film scores for Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon, Hero, the music for the
award ceremony of the 2008 Beijing Olympics, and the theme song for the 2020 United Nations Biodiversity Conference, One
Earth One Spring. These compositions are not only pleasing to the ear but also explore the interplay between space and time,

as well as between sight and sound.

In 2015, Tan Dun composed Passacaglia: Secret of Wind and Birds for violin and Western symphony orchestra. Upon entering
the concert hall, the audience can download a "bird calls" music file onto their phones to play before the orchestra starts. During
the performance, the orchestra musicians will pause to play this file on their phones as well. The file features bird sounds
imitated by instruments such as the dizi, sheng, suona, erhu, guzheng, and pipa. This "phone ensemble" between the audience
and musicians creates a sense of being in a magical "electronic forest." The piece unfolds with percussion leading, and all parts
gradually introduce a hexatonic motif. By employing repetition with diminished fifths and augmented fourths, it seeks to
musically depict the mystical and ethereal harmony between nature and humanity. On May 4th, the TCO will perform Secret

of Wind and Birds Symphonic Poem for cellphone and Chinese Orchestra, promising to create another distinctive soundscape.

(EZEA) NIBHESRy Eea BB R ~ ZE B R 2 ~ HEa e g E KT
CHEN Han-Wei, baritone, LIANG Y ou-Jhong, soprano, Kingston KUNG, tenor, will perform at the "Impressions of Upland" concert.
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As Time Unfolds, Music Ripens

The TCO frequently commissions esteemed composers to create new
works. In the 3 concerts mentioned, we are fortunate to witness the
world premieres or Taiwan premieres of these composers' latest

pieces. Commissioned works include the world premiere of Malay-

sian composer Simon KONG Su-Leong's A Triptych of Love

THHEZSHR IV H49%® TCO BB R T X
CHANG Yu-An, TCO Principal Conductor,
will perform at "The Everlasting

Concerto for Dizi and Erhu. Taiwan premieres feature YU
Chung-Yuan's Trotting Horses Fantasia for Nanguan and Chinese
Orchestra and LI Bo's Seven Chapters of SUN Wukong Suona

Concerto.

In Chinese Music, the focus is on the flow of sound, with melody enhancing tone. This reflects the build-up and fading of
sound, using music to depict abstract imagery. Since its founding in 1979, the TCO has continuously innovated its repertoire
to keep pace with the times. It aims to modernize and localize Chinese Music, striving to achieve a timeless and indescribable

blend of truth and beauty.

From a temporal perspective, music is an art rooted in time, with both Chinese and Western Music evolving over time. Howev-
er, Eastern music places more emphasis on spatiality, focusing on the expression of form, sound, and rhyme to create a sense
of three-dimensional space. Beyond Chinese musical instruments, the TCO has also collaborated with choirs and vocalists over
the years, taking on challenging projects. For example, CHIEN Nan-Chang's The Maiden of Malana is a fusion of cultures,
combining the sounds of indigenous people with the Chinese Orchestra and choir. By blending Eastern and Western musical
elements, it creates a unique mosaic, infusing traditional sounds with new vitality. Using modern musical vocabulary, it tells

the ancient legend from a thousand years ago.
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HO Pei-Ting, TCO Zhonghu Player, and WU Chih-Ting, Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra Dizi Player, will perform together at "A Triptych of Love" concert.
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