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World-Renowned Maestros and Emerging Composers Converge to Create
the Ultimate Performance at the Taipei Chinese Orchestra
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As time swiftly passes, the 2023/24 music season is quickly drawing to a close. As we emerge from the pandemic's shadow, this
season has been marked by a vibrant and international flair. The Taipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO) has collaborated with
renowned international maestros, exhibiting diverse and captivating musical styles. In April, the TCO International Composition
Competition, formerly the Taipei Chinese Instrumental Competition, attracted global submissions, featuring young composers'
boundless passion and creativity for Chinese Music. In this issue of The Silk Road, we unveil the behind-the-scenes stories of
the competition.

In his article, "2024 TCO International Composition Competition Concludes with Enhanced Creativity and Expert Insights,"
YEN Tsai-Teng presents an in-depth exploration of the competition, providing insights from the perspectives of both composers
and award-winners. The article discusses selection criteria and offers general guidance. It features interviews with several judges
who also encourage and constructively give feedback to composers who were not selected for awards. The article underscores
how the judges' recognition and high expectations align with the competition's aim to foster greater engagement in Chinese
Music composition and revitalize the modern Chinese Music scene.

Another feature, "A Single Competition, Three Aesthetics, Infinite Aspirations for Chinese Music: Interviews with 2024 TCO
International Composition Competition Winners LIU De-Yi, YE Xiaoyang, and CHO Chi-Jou," delves into the personal and
educational journeys of the 3 winners, discussing their unique creative processes and visions for the future. Their varied
backgrounds have influenced distinctive compositional styles, illuminating the potential of these emerging composers.

Recently, TCO has warmly embraced a trio of new talents. In her article "A New Era of Talent Ushers in a Fresh Chapter for
TCO," LIU Ma-Li profiles three young musicians—SIAO Yi-Fei, CHEN Ting-Yu, and WANG Tzu-Chi. She explores their
musical journeys and the fresh aspirations they bring to the orchestra, heralding a new era of artistic collaboration within TCO.

In another insightful piece, "The Versatile TCO—The Birth and Impact of Contemporary Chinese Music Crossovers," KUO
Pei-Ching offers a retrospective analysis of TCO's interdisciplinary engagements, which significantly shaped Taiwan's vibrant
Chinese Music landscape.

Confucius famously stated, "To do a good job, one must first sharpen one's tools." In line with this wisdom, LEE Chiao-Yu's
article, "The Crafting and Maintenance of Erhus," provides an in-depth look at the art of crafting and the daily care required for
the erhu. This guide introduces readers to the materials and techniques used in creating this Chinese stringed instrument and
details how to maintain and preserve it. Additionally, WAN Chih-Yi's article, "Teacher WANG Rui-Yu and His Contributions
to Chinese Music," revisits WANG Rui-Yu's influential role in Chinese Music during the 1960s and 1970s. It also highlights his
continued efforts to promote the genre, thereby nurturing a sustainable and thriving musical landscape for musicians in Taiwan.

For the 2023/24 season, TCO centered its theme around "Extreme Music," partnering with world-renowned maestros and perfor-
mance groups to deliver exceptional Chinese Music and captivating traditional art performances. Was there a particular show
that struck a chord with you? As we reflect on the season and look to the future, what thrilling new offerings can we expect from
TCO in the 2024/25 season? Let's keep our eyes peeled for what's coming next!
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