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From the East to the World: Chinese Music on the Global Stage

Music, the Connection Between People.

Today, society and all professions seem to have emerged from the shadows of the pandemic. However, if one looks closely, some
lingering effects remain. Starting with last year's "Extreme Music," the Taipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO) has focused its planning
around "creating a new starting point for the post-pandemic reopening of national borders," bringing the artistic energy of many
international maestros back into the view of audiences in Taiwan. Building on this momentum, the overall program for the 2024/25
season "Glorious 45: Listen to Taipei" has practically returned to its pre-pandemic international standards, much to the delight and
excitement of everyone!

The new season opens with a long-anticipated return to international touring. "Principal Conductor Series" starts with "The Sound
of Taipei" in September, featuring Principal Conductor CHANG Yu-An for the Taipei audience. Subsequently, the orchestra will
tour the Czech Republic and Germany, reintroducing TCO's presence to the global stage. The tour opportunity arose in 2020 when
Taipei and Prague established a sister city relationship to foster political and arts exchanges. TCO's performances made a lasting
impression on Czech music officials, leading to this tour invitation. In the same year, TCO also planned a tour in Germany since
Taiwanese conductor CHUANG Tung-Chieh, cellist YANG Wen-Sinn, and sheng player WU Wei were all based in the country.
However, both tours were abruptly halted due to the pandemic. In 2024, as the world revives, TCO has reorganized its tours to
Germany and the Czech Republic. Led by CHANG Yu-An, who resides in Germany, the orchestra's journey to Europe is set to
rekindle past connections. They aim to elevate "The Sound of Taipei" internationally while enriching Taiwan’s musical landscape
with vibrant new experiences.

The concert's repertoire is carefully curated to showcase the rich folk customs of Taiwan and the contemporary creative power of
Chinese Music. It features a special collaboration with WU Wei, an internationally acclaimed sheng player based in Europe, to
enhance the program. WU Wei has gained global recognition for his mastery of the sheng, a reed instrument unique to Asia, and
has collaborated with musicians and orchestras worldwide. His performances in Taiwan have consistently received rave reviews
and enthusiastic acclaim from local music lovers. "The Sound of Taipei" concert promises to captivate both seasoned local enthusi-
asts and newcomers to Chinese Music, offering them a chance to experience the unique beauty of Taiwanese Chinese Music. TCO's
refined and profound offerings will also add a vibrant new dimension to Taiwan’s cultural diplomacy.

The promotion of "internationalization," "international performances," and "international maestros" is not intended to create exclu-
sive or esoteric environments. The true significance of these endeavors lies in fostering interactions and connections among
individuals, resulting in cultural exchanges and the accrual of cultural wealth. These dynamics nurture the fertile ground for the
arts, whose blossoms and fruits enrich the land. The beauty of Chinese Music lies in its rich and complex heritage, mirroring the
evolution of eras and offering boundless possibilities. Just as Taiwan embraces a myriad of cultures, TCO embodies this inclusive
spirit, continually reaching out to forge new connections and advance together.
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