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TCO Principal Conductor CHANG Yu-An

HEZR SR A

Erhu Artist ZHAO Jianhua
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"Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon" Concert: TCO Hugin Artist STAO Yi-Fei and TCO Cellist CHANG Hsin-Wei (from left to right)
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Conductor CHENG Li-Pin
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"Hearken, A Starry Night IV" Concert: Flute Artist CHEN Yi-Hsuan and Huqin Artist CHEN Po-Ting (from left to right)
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Conductor QU Chunquan
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"A Thousand Charms" Concert: Composer LO Leung-Fai, Composer SU Fan-Ling, Violinist Bonnie LIN, and TCO Gaohu Artist CHANG Shu-Jan (from left to right)
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"Love Songs of the Youth" Concert: Vocalists CHI Lu-Chia and LIU Fu-Zhu (from left to right)

TEE#T0 T - SRR
"Love Songs of the Youth" Concert Guide: Professor
SHYU Mei-Ling

FEHEI T BIBRMFE - m&R (hAEEL)
"Love Songs of the Youth" Concert: Vocalists LIN Hsiu-Tzu and KAU Yee-Tai
(from left to right)
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Leaping Dragons: Elevating the
Voice of Taipei's Chinese Music

Text / LIAO Shih-Yun

Image / Taipei Chinese Orchestra

Reflecting on the 2023/24 season of "Extreme Music," it is clear that the Taipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO) not only upheld its
commitment to musical excellence but also navigated the challenges of the post-pandemic performance landscape. The
2024/25 season, titled "Glorious 45: Listen to Taipei," is structured around several key themes: international tours, collabora-
tions with renowned global artists, academic partnerships, and interdisciplinary explorations. These initiatives are intricately
woven to provide marvelous Music and foster new dialogues about the future of Chinese Music and Taiwanese performing
arts. The TCO's role in promoting these art forms is not just a duty but a passion that empowers the community to face future

challenges with renewed energy and insight.

International Tour Relaunched and Global Maestros Hosted

The season opener marks the long-awaited resumption of international tours, symbolizing TCO's return to its pre-pandemic
vision of engaging globally. Principal Conductor CHANG Yu-An, vibrant and spirited, brings a strong conviction and
ambitious vision for Chinese Music, shaped by his extensive experience on the international stage. He views Chinese Music
as Asia's emerging voice, with the potential to lead in Eastern Music. This international tour is a vital step toward realizing
this ambition. TCO rethinks how to showcase Eastern culture overseas by strategically selecting tour repertoires. These efforts
involve deepening understandings with musicians in tour locations to foster more profound collaborations, thereby strength-

ening TCO's strategic capabilities for the future.

AL R fE R T4
TCO Principal Conductor CHANG Yu-An
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Erhu Artist ZHAO Jianhua

Beyond the international tour, TCO has also invited a host of renowned Chinese and Western Music virtuosos for collabora-
tions this season. These artists bring their exceptional skills and artistic insights and introduce fresh compositions to Taiwan-
ese Chinese Music, significantly broadening the local repertoire and enriching performances. Highlights include the "The
Sentiments of Qin & Qing" concert in December featuring ZHAO Jianhua, erhu principal from the Singapore Chinese Orches-
tra, and March's "The world of Reed" concert spotlighting organist Christian SCHMITT. Renowned conductor SHAO En will
lead April's "The Joy of Suffering," while May features LIU Meng-Chieh performing a new piano concerto by YEN
Ming-Hsiu. During April's Dizi competition, TCO will invite distinguished Dizi virtuosi worldwide to judge and perform,
elevating the concert experience for audiences. The season concludes in June with the "A Summit of Erhu Virtuosi" concert,
where 3 leading figures — LI Baoshun, ZHANG Chongxue, and WANG Ming-Yu — will perform their signature pieces,
delighting both aficionados and newcomers alike. In January, the "Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon" concert will focus on
internationally acclaimed composer TAN Dun's film music scored for Chinese instruments, providing a unique opportunity to

enjoy the works of this global maestro.

TEAPEMIEE ) S48 d - AUTBIMIZREARSGH 2L ~ AUTBIRIRERSASGR OME (HEER)
"Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon" Concert: TCO Hugqin Artist SIAO Yi-Fei and TCO Cellist CHANG Hsin-Wei (from left to right)
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Conductor CHENG Li-Pin

Sustaining Growth and Enriching Local Music Heritage

TCO's role extends beyond hosting high-quality cultural performances; it is also tasked with elevating the artistic environment.
To achieve this, TCO integrates various long-term projects with in-house and collaborative programs, such as the Rising Stars
of Chinese Music Project and Chinese Music musicals and operas. Now in its fourth year, the Rising Stars of Chinese Music
Project will feature "Hearken, A Starry Night IV" under the baton of CHENG Li-Pin, continuing to introduce outstanding
young musicians to audiences. The fusion of Chinese Music with theatrical elements nudges the genre in a new direction,
broadening its appeal to a diverse audience. In collaboration with All U People Theatre Inc., the Four Beauties musical project
has featured the stories of Xi Shi, Diao Chan, and Wang Zhaojun. It will conclude this year with Farewell My Concubine,
based on the life of Yang Guifei. This modern interpretation of a Chinese Music opera has been warmly received, attracting
audiences from various backgrounds to appreciate the beauty of Chinese Music. Furthermore, TCO is set to release an updated
version of its original opera, My Mom Needs an Education. This new edition will merge song, drama, puppetry, and music into

a captivating performance, offering longtime fans and first-time attendees an enriching experience.

In addition to expanding its international reach and exploring new directions for Chinese Music, TCO is also greatly engaged
in unearthing the intrinsic beauty of Chinese Music native to Taiwan, drawing lessons from the past to inform future endeav-
ors. Starting with the 2024/25 season, the TCO will dedicate each season to a distinguished pioneer who has significantly
contributed to the development of Taiwanese Chinese Music. Their compositions will be featured in various concerts through-
out the season, consistently exposing enthusiasts to their musical heritage. This year, the spotlight is on QU Chunquan, a
former principal conductor , Conductor Emeritus and influential composer at TCO. Originally from Shanghai and later a
conductor for the Singapore Chinese Orchestra, QU became a citizen of Singapore before finally settling in Taiwan. Here, he
has substantially impacted the local music scene, composing numerous works and mentoring a generation of Taiwanese
talents. QU will personally conduct several performances this season. In line with his pioneering spirit, for concerts not specif-
ically featuring his works, TCO will continue to commission new compositions, bolstering Taiwan's creative output and

nourishing the future of Chinese Music with innovative pieces.
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Conductor QU Chunquan

Besides highlighting Chinese Music pioneers, TCO also adopts an academic approach to explore and appreciate Taiwan's
musical forebears. Launched in 2020 with the "Sound Correspondence" series orchestrated by Professor SHEN Dong, this
method systematically presents the works and mentor-student relationship between Taiwanese pop music legends Teresa
TENG Lijun and CHUANG Nu, accompanied by high-quality arrangements and performances. This season, the "Love Songs
of the Youth" concert, curated by Professor SHYU Mei-Ling, features the works of Taiwanese composers HSU Shih and
YANG San-Lang, both born in 1919. HSU married YANG's niece, ZHENG Shu-Hua, in 1951, further intertwining their
musical legacies. As prominent figures in Taiwan's early post-war music scene, YANG is known for songs such as Hope for
Your Early Return, Spring Wind Singing, Lonely Love Flower, Taipei at Midnight, and Night Rain in Autumn, while HSU is
celebrated for Anping Nostalgia, The Sound of Gongs, Stormy Night Melody, Midnight Street Lights, and Three Sighs.
Additionally, YANG's Black Cat Cabaret and HSU's folk song collection initiatives are significant chapters in the history of
Taiwanese Music. The concert includes performances by veteran singers such as CHI Lu-Chia, LIU Fu-Zhu, LIN Hsiu-Tzu,

and KAU Yee-Tai, reviving these timeless songs and capturing the essence of past youthful eras.
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Shaping the Future, Fostering Community Well-being

TCO's key objectives are attracting audiences and delivering social value through concerts. However, despite the pandemic's
receding shadow, a subtle haze still seems to overcast live performances. The pandemic has transformed cultural consumption
patterns, prompting all to reevaluate how performances are structured to achieve optimal outcomes. While existing models
offer certain benefits, the vitality of the arts requires continuous evolution. Embracing interdisciplinarity has proven to be an
effective strategy for innovation. This season, in collaboration with external productions at the "Taipei Traditional Arts
Festival," the focus is on integrating artistic expression with technology, such as multimedia, to encourage creative break-
throughs. These external programs, which include music, theater, and dance, foster innovative thinking through diverse,
cross-disciplinary interactions, aiming to inject fresh energy into Chinese Music and the broader Taiwanese art scene. While
live performances entertain music appreciation, our programs' educational and inspirational aspects resonate more profoundly
with audiences through a shared sense of collective empathy. By allowing audiences to gain a broader understanding of diverse

cultures through these performances, we can subtly nurture their cultural confidence over time.

While it may seem straightforward, expanding outward and building internal strength results from a continuous accumulation
of countless small efforts that have shaped the landscape we see today. Though Taiwan is small, and Taipei may not be recog-
nized globally as a major city, we are confident in bringing the finest and most beautiful aspects of our culture to the world

while offering even more vibrant sounds to the land that sustains us.

hF ik ) H4edr » FEBHREFWHK
"Good Cities Come in Pairs" Concert: Pipa Artist CHENG Wen-Hsin
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"Good Cities Come in Pairs" Concert: Taoyuan Chinese Orchestra Flute Artist HUANG Yu-Chun, Taoyuan Chinese Orchestra Huqin Artist CHANG Wei-Yun,
and TCO Hugqin Artist HUANG Chen-Chi (from left to right)
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