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Bringing Heritage to Life:
Celebrating the Vibrant Voices of Taiwanese Chinese Music

As Taiwan's leading publicly funded professional Chinese orchestra, the Taipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO) tirelessly advances
its mission, capturing the intricate and fleeting beauty of Taiwanese Chinese music in every performance.

Beyond nurturing its main orchestra, TCO encompasses 7 subsidiary ensembles and regularly conducts traditional music
workshops. While the main orchestra's robust artistry and innovative programming often captivate regular audiences, the
subsidiary ensembles also offer numerous commendable qualities. Their passion and simplicity imbue TCO's Chinese Music
programs with fresh, vibrant energy, demonstrating the authentic integration of Chinese Music into everyday life.

The 7 key subsidiary ensembles include the TCO Children's Orchestra, TCO Junior Youth Orchestra, TCO Youth Orchestra,
TCO Academy Chinese Orchestra, TCO Teachers Orchestra, TCO Civic Orchestra, and TCO Chorus. The age-specific
orchestras form a seamless professional training system for Chinese Music talent. The TCO Academy Chinese Orchestra,
founded in 2010 under the leadership of CHUNG Yiu-Kwong, comprises young professionals and graduate students in
Chinese Music. In addition to holding two scheduled concerts annually, the ensemble members also serve as a valuable talent
resource for the main orchestra. The Children’s and Junior Youth Orchestras boast a large membership, reflecting the thriving
involvement of Chinese Music in Taiwan’s elementary and secondary school club activities. Established in 1984, the Youth
Orchestra, affectionately known as "Little TCO," has cultivated numerous professional and amateur talents.

Unlike the 4 selectively admitted ensembles described earlier, the Teachers Orchestra, Civic Orchestra, and Chorus are
composed entirely of community members who share a deep passion for Chinese Music. Operating year-round with regular
weekly rehearsals, these groups foster connections among individuals from diverse professions and age groups, united by
their love for the genre. They rehearse diligently and integrate Chinese Music into their daily lives. Unlike professionals, for
whom music is a career, performing and listening to Chinese Music is a heartfelt hobby. While their performances may not
always achieve technical perfection, they excel in emotional depth, leaving a lasting impression on both performers and
audiences. By actively inviting friends and family to experience Chinese Music, they expand the audience for the genre,
support the main orchestra, and play a vital role in the flourishing development of Taiwanese Chinese Music.

In addition to its ensembles, TCO regularly and occasionally offers a variety of traditional music workshops, including cours-
es in nanguan, beiguan, kunqu opera, and jinghu. These workshops provide opportunities for the public to engage with
traditional music, contributing to preserving Taiwan’s musical heritage. They are attended by members of the general public
and musicians from the main orchestra, who use these classes to enrich their understanding and expand their repertoire of
traditional Chinese Music.

As the year draws to a close, these subsidiary groups take the stage for their annual public performances. Through their
music, they unveil the many dimensions of Chinese Music, painting a rich and dynamic portrait of this timeless art form.
Witness their passion as they bring each note to life, showcasing the vibrant and multifaceted sounds of Chinese Music on
stage and in our lives.
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