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In Gratitude to My Mentor—
LIANG Zai-Ping, a Pioneer in Chinese Music
in Taiwan (Part 3)

Text and Image /| SHIEH Yie-Hong

Music has always been very dear to me, especially Chinese Music. Ultimately, I chose to spend my life with the guzheng
and have remained committed ever since. This lifelong connection began with my acquaintance with my mentor, Mr.
LIANG Zai- Ping.

While studying at Shih Hsin School of Journalism (now Shih Hsin University), I taught myself the dizi in my spare time.
One day, I happened to meet Mr. LIANG. He listened to me play, offered some comments, and later introduced me to the
HanSheng Chinese Instruments Orchestra, marking the beginning of my learning journey in Chinese Music. I went on to
study the guzheng under his instruction. He guided me step by step and continued teaching me through to graduation. I
never took his support and expectations lightly. I practiced diligently, which helped me follow the path of guzheng teach-
ing smoothly and joyfully.

In 1979, on Mother’s Day, I organized a recital for my guzheng class at the National Tsing Hua University auditorium
in Hsinchu—*“Professor LIANG Zai-Ping Guzheng Recital.” The gentle melodies of the guzheng were paired with a choir
performance of Song of the Wanderer (You Zi Yin), and students took the stage to portray the deep bond between mother
and child. Even Mr. LIANG, usually very reserved, could not hold back his tears. At that moment, he was simply a son
who missed his mother. He was humble and warm, never extravagant, always interacting with others simply and sincere-

ly, bringing quiet joy to those around him.

Mr. LIANG brought the guzheng with him to Taiwan in 1949. Despite the difficult cultural environment of the time, he
continued to work tirelessly, training many outstanding students and leaving a lasting influence on the Chinese Music
community. His talents went beyond music—his calligraphy was frequently exhibited, reflecting his wide-ranging artist-
ry. He also founded the Taipei Guzheng and Qin Research Association, through which he organized gatherings and

demonstrations to support the teaching and continuation of guzheng music.

Mr. LIANG worked hard to produce an instructional guzheng video to address the lack of high-quality teaching materi-
als. The video, rich in content and suitable for beginners to study independently, became an important resource for

promoting guzheng education in Taiwan.

He made these efforts not for personal gain, but to carry on the tradition. His selfless dedication had a deep impact on
how I teach and helped me understand what it truly means to be a good educator. I have done my best to carry on his
spirit, hoping to nurture more students who truly love music and to ensure that the guzheng, a traditional Chinese instru-

ment, can continue to be passed down.
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