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Just Vibing!
Chinese Music as Daily Practice

Text / LIAO Shih-Yun
Image /| SHEN Tung, FU Ming-Wei, Taipei Chinese Orchestra

With digital video now ubiquitous in our daily life, Chinese Music is reimagining its style and how it reaches its audiences.
In response to pandemic-era restrictions on live performances and the recent surge in video production, Chinese Orchestras
have turned to platforms like YouTube to present their music in new and engaging ways. In Hong Kong, Singapore, and
Taiwan, orchestras have released music videos, program highlights, and online performances, bringing traditional sounds

beyond the concert hall and into people’s everyday routines.

The Taipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO) is currently developing a new YouTube series titled Just Vibing TCO: Living Chinese
Music. This initiative is an innovative response to the growing trend of integrating traditional music into digital media. Initiat-
ed by TCO Director CHENG Li-Pin, with Professor SHEN Dong and curator FU Ming-Wei as co-hosts, the program adopts
a relaxed, lifestyle-driven tone that aims to break down the “serious” image often associated with Chinese Music and reveal
the musicians’ authentic, approachable selves. The word “Vibing” in the title suggests immersion and ease, offering a vision

of Chinese Music as a subtle, ever-present presence that gently flows through daily life.

Each 15- to 20-minute episode features TCO musicians introducing Chinese Music selections that reflect their daily lives. The
program moves beyond the traditional boundaries of classical arts, drawing on real-life contexts to make listening to Chinese
Music a more personal and emotionally resonant experience. As FU Ming-Wei notes, “The idea of everyday life is at the heart
of our program.” This approach brings audiences closer to Chinese Music and reimagines its place and relevance in the digital

cra.

What kind of Chinese Music works best for a jog, a workout, or while cooking? If you’re completely new to it, where should
you begin? Should you choose based on rhythm, mood, or emotion? These are the very questions the program explores—mov-
ing beyond “art,” “technique,” or “tradition,” and offering a fresh way to connect with Chinese Music.

Chinese Music doesn’t have to belong only in the concert hall. It can accompany your commute, enrich your time in the

kitchen, or offer a quiet presence in still moments.

Have you listened to Chinese Music today?
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