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The Guiding Light of Chinese

Music in Tatwan—
LI Chao-Hsing, a Pioneer of Chinese Music in
Taiwan (Part 4)

Text and Image / LIN Yue-Li
Mr. LI Chao-Hsing was born on July 15, 1928, in Yuxian County, Chahar Province, and passed away on
February 17, 2017, at the age of 89.

Possessing both intelligence and initiative from a young age, LI arrived in Taiwan in 1947 with the Nationalist Youth
Army. Amid turbulent times, he remained committed to learning, studying accounting at a night school before joining
Da Chang Hsiang Construction Company in Taipei. Through integrity, professionalism, and tireless effort, he quickly

earned the trust of his superiors and became a vital pillar of the company.

In 1958, LI joined the China Youth Corps Chinese Orchestra as a member of its inaugural cohort. Under the guidance of
Master CHOU Chi-Feng, he began studying the sheng. With tireless dedication, he not only mastered the instrument’s
performance techniques but also became deeply knowledgeable about its construction and maintenance. Embodying a
spirit of selflessness, LI assisted Master CHOU in teaching and mentoring countless young talents, laying a strong

foundation for the development of Chinese Music in Taiwan.

He was also deeply committed to the society’s operations—raising funds, coordinating performances, and organizing
logistical support. On many occasions, he covered expenses out of his own pocket to sustain the ensemble, never uttering
a word of complaint. Treating fellow members like family, he attended to every detail personally, and his quiet devotion

moved all who knew him.

LI lived with quiet humility, generously supporting his friends and offering unwavering guidance to younger musicians.
He founded Hsueh-Yi Publishing House, where he painstakingly compiled and published a wide array of scores and texts.
Undeterred by the political risks of the time, he provided invaluable resources for students of Chinese Music and ushered

in a new era of its education in Taiwan.

Devoting his life to the cause, LI—together with Master CHOU Chi-Feng and the mentors of the China Youth Corps
Chinese Orchestra—tirelessly cultivated a new generation of Chinese Music talent. Although the orchestra no longer
holds regular activities today, its influence within the Chinese Music community remains significant. LI’s enduring

contributions laid a solid and indelible foundation for the advancement of the art form in Taiwan.
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