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From Preschoolers to Rising Stars:
Taipe1 Chinese Orchestra's Four-Part Education-
al Initiative for 2025

Text / YEN Tsai-Teng
Image / Taipei Chinese Orchestra

The Taipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO) has long been dedicated to the education and promotion of Chinese Music. This article
presents 4 key initiatives from its 2025 program year that reflect the organization's broad and ongoing commitment: the TCO
“Ding Ding! Time Music Box” Family Concert, the “One School, One Orchestra Initiative”, the “Summer 114 Chinese Music
Training Camp”, and the “TCO Rising Stars Chinese OrchestraSummer Camp” . Together, these programs form a comprehen-
sive pathway from early musical exploration to advanced performance, guiding students from the classroom to the concert
hall.

The TCO “Ding Ding! Time Music Box” Family Concert marks TCO's return to the family concert format after a 6-year
hiatus. The concert, designed for preschool and lower elementary students, combines sing-alongs with role-playing to create
an engaging and interactive experience. Drawing on classic and popular children's songs newly arranged for Chinese Orches-
tra, it introduces young listeners to the distinctive sounds of Chinese musical instruments through melodies they already know

and love. The goal is to foster not only parent-child bonding but also cross-generational appreciation of Chinese Music.

Launched this year, the “One School, One Orchestra Initiative” brings Chinese Music directly into Taipei's elementary
schools. TCO assists schools in establishing Chinese music ensembles by providing instruments, instructors, and administra-
tive support. The project is structured in phases: starting with small ensembles, then shifting management to the schools and
promoting competitions, and ultimately shaping each ensemble into a defining part of the school's identity. The pilot program

is scheduled to begin in September 2025 at Xiyuan Elementary School.

The “Summer 114 Chinese Music Training Camp” offers upper elementary students with at least 2 years of instrumental
experience a focused week of musical growth. Through sectional training, ensemble rehearsals, and lectures, students prepare

for a final performance while forging friendships through collaborative rehearsals and group life.

The newly established “TCO Rising Stars Taipei Chinese Orchestra Summer Camp” targets young musicians aged 13 to 25.
Admission is based on a video audition, and the program provides intensive, high-level training. The ensemble is led by TCO
musicians and distinguished instructors from both sides of the Taiwan Strait. Together, they prepare a challenging repertoire
for concerts at Zhongshan Auditorium,Taipei Zhongshan Hall and the Concert Hall of the National Kaohsiung Center for the
Arts (Weiwuying).
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