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The Diz1 Speaks: Portraits of a

New Generation Reflections on
the Taipe1 Chinese Instumental
Competition

Text and Interview / LIU Ma-Li (Adjunct Assistant Professor of Musicology, Fu Jen Catholic University,
National Dong Hwa University, and University of Taipei)

Image / Taipei Chinese Orchestra

Since its founding in 1993, the Competition has become a vital platform for young musicians to showcase their artistry. This
year’s spotlight on the dizi attracted 32 contestants. After 3 intense rounds of competition, ZHANG Qianhao, WU Po-Chien,
and HUANG Hsu-Lei claimed the top 3 prizes, demonstrating not only refined technique but also a mature artistic perspective

rooted in both tradition and creativity.

ZHANG Qianhao is currently a third-year student in the Folk Music Department at the Central Conservatory of Music. He
began studying the dizi at the age of 7, nurtured by a musically rich family environment and inspired by his first mentor, Profes-
sor DAI Ya. He places equal importance on musicianship and personal character. Among the repertoire, the most memorable
for him was Dim Scent and Sparse Shadows, a newly commissioned work by QU Chunquan in the style of Kunqu opera.
Through ornamental techniques that echo Kunqu vocal inflections and a modern expressive approach to traditional materials,
ZHANG demonstrated exceptional artistic integration.

WU Po-Chien is a student in the Department of Chinese Music at Chinese Culture University. Under the guidance of HOU
Guangyu, he has deepened his understanding of musical style and breath control. His most memorable performance was of
ZHAO Songting’s The Partridges Fly, in which he used breath and rhythm to paint an image of birds soaring through the air.
Faced with the challenge of preparing four pieces in a limited time and adapting to a new model of dizi, he displayed notable

composure and determination.

HUANG Hsu-Lei is currently studying in the Chinese Music Department at Tainan National University of the Arts. His training
spans voice, piano, and suona, contributing to a broad artistic foundation. He was also most drawn to The Partridges Fly,
approaching it through a poetic lens that weaves together Kunqu elements and the imagery of Tang poetry. His interpretation:

“Literature moves with rhythm; music carries weight.”

For all 3 performers, the competition was more than just a test of skill. It marked a shift in their artistic paths, teaching them to
stay composed and perform with precision and depth under pressure. More importantly, it sparked a vision for the future that
bridges tradition and innovation, and moves from personal growth toward cultural education and outreach. As expressed in a
classical Chinese verse, “A sound so bold it stays the clouds and stirs the vault of blue,” the experience stands as both a blessing
and a guiding symbol of their unfolding artistic path.
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