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Guzheng Artists WEI De-Dong
and WEI De-Liang

Chinese Music Practitioners in Taiwan,
1960s—1970s (Part 17)

Interview and Text /| WAN Chih-Yi
Image / WEI De-Dong, WEI De-Liang

WEI De-Dong and WEI De-Liang are the most renowned twin brothers in Taiwan's Chinese music community. Both are
proficient in multiple Chinese instruments, yet the guzheng remains their greatest passion. Devoting their lives to the guzheng,
the WEI brothers have spent more than half a century teaching and promoting Chinese music education in northern and central
Taiwan, nurturing generations of students who now carry on their legacy far and wide.

The WEI brothers learned from guzheng masters such as LIANG Zai-Ping, CHEN Lei-Shi, and HE Ming-Zhong without a
formal apprenticeship, then each found his own way forward. WEI De-Dong, the older of the two, proved especially inventive
in composition and redesigning the instrument itself. In contrast, WEI De-Liang, the younger brother, possesses strong leader-
ship and organizational abilities and has shown particular drive in roles such as conducting and organizing ensembles and

founding associations.
Their Taipei Zheng Xin Zither Ensemble gave over a thousand performances across five continents, successfully serving a
diplomatic role for Taiwan. Their jointly compiled The Art of Zheng collection, first published in 1977, has gone through 60

editions and is regarded as the most enduring and frequently reprinted solo guzheng anthology.

Born in 1947, WEI De-Dong and WEI De-Liang will soon celebrate their 80th birthdays. We dedicate this article in their
honor, with heartfelt wishes for their continued health and happiness.
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