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Abstract :

From September 16 to September 27, 2022, veterinarian Lian Chen-Ye of Taipei Zoo and
Assistant Researcher Wu Li-Hsin visited Houston, TX, U.S.A., as representatives to a one-week
annual conference of the AAZV (American Association of Zoo Veterinarians). The representatives
first attended a continuing education workshop titled: "Emergency Medicine for Zoo Animals" before
the conference. Later, at the conference, Wu gave an oral presentation on "The Investigation of
Toxoplasma gondii Infection in Zoo Animals," in which he shared the results of the joint research
between Taipei Zoo and National Taiwan University and provided examples aiding the development
of novel detection methods of Toxoplasma gondii. The host of the meeting that year, Houston Zoo,
organized tours of their animal hospital and the back of the house of animal exhibits. In addition,
attendees were invited to visit the EEHV (elephant endotheliotropic herpesvirus) research laboratory
at Houston Medical Center. The Medical Center is the largest medical center globally, consisting of
around 60 hospitals, research, and educational institutes. As many as 73 papers were published at the
conference, covering various fields, including anesthesia and pain control, aquatic animals, poultry,
diagnosis, elephants, primates, histology, reproduction and neonatology, herpetology, small animal
medicine, virology, and retrospective case reviews. The conference also involved 17 posters and five
lectures on animal welfare, elephant endotheliotropic herpesvirus, HPAI (highly pathogenic avian
influenza), marketing, and pathology, respectively.
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The Taipei Zoo representatives also learned how to prevent HPAI from the local Raptor Rescue
Center and exchanged experiences with St. Louis Zoo on rearing and treating long-tailed pangolins.
These exchanges will facilitate improvements in Taipei Zoo's disease prevention and medical
treatments as well as broaden our horizons, and help gain international recognition.

Consistent with Taipei Zoo's development goals on veterinary conservation education, the
ASCM's (Asian Society of Conservation Medicine) mission is to promote a regional veterinary
medical partnership and network. To achieve that, they assist countries with insufficient veterinary
expertise to acquire new knowledge and offer the required technical support. With this shared interest
in mind, Taipei Zoo has played a crucial role in ASCM events for many years. Assistant researcher
Pao-Jung Wang represented Taipei Zoo at the ASCM annual conference on October 26, 2022. She
gave an online oral presentation on "A Case Report on Using Oxytocin to Improve Appetite in a
Black Howler Monkey (Alouatta Caraya)," providing fellow professionals in Asia with an alternative
method to reduce animal stress. The hosting country, Thailand, held the event in a live and virtual
hybrid form. Thus, a considerable number of international friends have attended the meetings
virtually. The topics discussed at the conference included wildlife diseases, wildlife management and
conservation, bears, herpetology, elephants, primates, marine mammals, birds, and infectious
diseases. Through the presentations, we were updated on new knowledge surrounding wildlife
medicine, conservation, and the current epidemiological situations in Southeast Asia. During the
conference, we have also established multiple communication channels with other international
professionals.
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