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Abstract :

In response to the gradually increasing environmental temperature and sunlight, and to enhance
the welfare of animals in Taipei Zoo, funds from this proposal will be used to plant indigenous African
tree species, the "Sausage Tree and "Madagascar Almond," within the African elephant exhibit area.
These trees will provide natural shade for the animals. By planting indigenous plants, we aim to shape
the African imagery, as the fruits of the Sausage Tree are also food that African elephants consume in
their habitats, thereby fostering a stronger connection and exploration between animals and
environmental imagery.

Considering African elephants' inherent strength and curiosity about the environment, they can
easily damage the plants, making it difficult to survive. Therefore, the plants will be planted in artificial
rockwork within the exhibit area, providing deeper soil, and protection facilities, and also considering
animal escape prevention and management needs. Appropriate reinforcement such as fencing and
electric fencing will be added to enhance protection. Additionally, native African plant species like
"Blue Leadwort" will be planted to enhance the native landscape imagery, improve environmental
aesthetics.

However, newly planted large plantings require a longer waiting period, and patience is needed
for them to grow and provide shade for animals, enrich the native environmental imagery, and yield

fruits.
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