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Abstract :

The International Zoo Educators Association (IZE) is a non-governmental international
organization comprised of professional educators from zoos and aquariums worldwide.
The association aims to assist its members in enhancing educational programs, providing
forward-thinking perspectives, techniques, and information on wildlife conservation,
and supporting outstanding contributions to animal care and welfare. Serving as a
communication platform for professional development among zoo and aquarium
educators, IZE also maintains partnerships with other international conservation
organizations such as the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA) and the
International Union for Conservation of Nature's Species Survival Commission-
Conservation Breeding Specialist Group (IUCN/SSC-CBSQG).

In 2023, after a hiatus of five years due to the COVID-19 pandemic, IZE held its first
physical international conference. The "112 International Zoo Conservation Education
Exchange and Skills Enhancement Program" was for attending the 2023 International
Zoo Educators Association’s Conference in Wellington, New Zealand. The aim was to
understand recent global trends in zoo education and establish partnerships with
educators from zoos, aquariums, museums, and non-profit organizations worldwide,
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fostering professional exchange and collaboration. Colleagues also participated in
committee work and contributed to advancing international conservation education
efforts.

The conference hosted representatives from over 28 countries, with approximately 114
attendees participating in four keynote speeches, 14 workshops, and 46 professional
presentations, including 37 oral presentations and 9 poster presentations. Among these,
our research assistant, Chien-Chu Wu, presented an oral presentation titled "Themed
Festivals as Methods for Mainstreaming Biodiversity at Taipei Zoo," while Associate
Researcher I-Hsin Wu presented a poster titled "GO Green with Animals — an action
Promotion Program towards Net Zero in Taipei Zoo," sharing the results of our recent
developments in environmental education. Participation in this conference strengthened
international engagement and actively fostered collaborative opportunities with
attendees.
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