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How Does Poetry Lead Me an Anthology of Poems for the 2024 Taipei Poetry Festival
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Foreword by the Department of Cultural Affairs, Taipei
The Reader is Present

We have known literature for eons. In the Mesopotamian region from five
thousand years ago, there existed 7he Epic of Gilgamesh, a work that we
later considered literature. In China, there were literary works such as Classic
of Poetry and The Songs of Chu as eatly as in the pre-Qin period. However,
the modern concept of "literature" only emerged in the West about four
or five hundred years ago. In the modern sense, "literature" means that the
author has hidden themselves in the void and cast language into the universe
for the reader to interpret freely.

In an era when Roland Barthes proclaimed "the death of the author," the
reader has become the only anchor for "literature": What kind of language
can approach the reader? What kind of language can be widely circulated?
What kind of language can be identified as "meaningful" by the reader? No
matter how exhaustively the author ponders these questions, it is the reader
who serves as the capable and eligible subject to respond—not to the author,
but to "literature."

"Literature" exists, arguably, only when the reader practices reading, and this
? . . . . . . . . .
year s Taipei Poetry Festival is validating this from multiple perspectives.

Hstablished in 2000, the Taipei Poetry Festival has been dedicated to fostering
exchanges between poets and artists and broadening the reader s horizons.
This year, we are honored to invite poets from Asia, Europe, and America
to participate in the festival. They will not only showcase their mastery of
literature but also share and advocate the issues that matter to them. The
festival aims to encourage the reader to engage and practice in order to make
a positive contribution to the world. Through the Taipei Poetry Festival,
Taiwan is able to showcase its cultural role on the global stage.

Department of Culture Affairs, Taipei
September, 2024
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Preface by the Curator
From "Reading" to "Being Read"

Poets are often asked by their readers: "How do I read poems?" In fact,
the question should be asked the other way round: Poems should not wait
passively to be explored by the reader. Instead, poems should actively ask:
“How can poems be read to understand the reader?” The reader is the main
subject of reading. It is when the reader reflects on their own experiences
that poems are possible to be extended That is when the poems exist with
great value. As Czes aw Mi 08z s famous quote on poetry, ‘not because we
witness it, but because it witnesses us.

The Taipei Poetry Festival focuses on the interaction between art and poetry,
aiming to engage readers from diverse backgrounds. This year, the “How
Does Poetry Read Me" submission campaign encourages readers to share
their experiences of reading poetry. Moreover, with lectures and presentations
by writers in native languages, the festival highlights the development of
writing in Taiwan's native languages. The festival also encourages poets and
artists from different cultural backgrounds, Denmark, Japan, Myanmar, the
USA, and Hong Kong, to exchange ideas, which not only promotes cross-
cultural literacy but also addresses global issues, such as the situation in
Myanmar, migration between Hong Kong and Taiwan, and post-disaster
reconstruction in Japan.

The poetry festival is not just a literary carnival. It shoulders the responsibility
to reflect and push forward emerging trends at home. The opening event
features a poetry slam to encourage more people to turn words into speech
and action. Evolving from "I read poems" to "poems lead me," and from "I
experience poems" to "I carry out poems." As the philosopher Lu Jiuyuan
said, "The Six Confusian Classics are all footnotes to me." The festival aims
to offer a creative perspective that places the reader at the center, which in
turn will nurture and influence the future of Taiwanese writing,

Mo

Curators
September 2024
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M.A., literary translator, poet. Sidse Laugesen has been one
of the most prolific translators of Chinese modern literature
in Denmark for the past ten years, translating and publishing
a wide range of new Chinese literary works including novels,
short stories and poetry. She introduced " Chinese spoken
poetry ( [13E%%) in the works of Liao Yiwu, Yu Jian and Shen
Haobo among others to Danish audience. She is also a Chinese-
writing Danish poet, her first poetry collection A2 bR
(min hardcore hone ) that will be published in Denmark in
2024 is a translation of her poems from Chinese into Danish.
Sidse Laugesen s poems have been featured in magazines
both on- and offline, and she has been awarded Moties Poetry
Prize Ten Best Poets, 2020, 2021 and 2022. Sidse Laugesen only
writes poetry in Chinese (and only translates literature from
Chinese into Danish ).



4876 25 58 5R

WAELHE o AR T o YR - ARA TR
SEUFZAFRT o BT AATHL o R ERE - ARG IR R o

T B O 5 H - B ORI B - FIRARZRE - WA AN -

SUTETR A - — 7 3EHT o PO AR BE F 8T -

AR — B BN FIT - FERZRF - RAN - KR -

M B R AR o TR B o SEYTEE i ME— A9 B -
7 i 2 TR 48 (5 ) SR L AT b A /N i 1 DR S i

2021.1.25



i

v TN ek nE SN TORFE EAERIEAENS - IRIRNG > IRIGNG » IG5 IS
AR A BRI 2 AR — RS > E B 9R ki &
FHBAEE - 3 H A i 5 AR B TR A g ke A R

TS FRAGAT B BE 58 B AR R R 2 - SRS
ZARBOMFAE TN T - LI PR HE L T B A R SR
AL IE (Y I S s — [

AL AE B A - ZARBIERE - WL

HEASLIT 5 T2 1 /N L7 F A5 I AL P B 7 107 vk

R S

AR WA —

G ARAE T L 2021.7.16

R G 2 1 221 S 19 47 B PR 2 5 B
UL ZEIRICHEIR AR AR - 3 A B
SRR EEEET

P S 5 RS I AL 1D B 7 Wl ik )

AR BB L R R
PRAIE WG 2 — {8 A AE S A= 2
# o AN

ARSI A iy K SR
TRCCo W] il 2 R AN 1 R 1 IR



B - WEXHES i ]

AR > SRR 1Y 3 JRSE -k BEEM

FRIE - ER R AR A0 R A

IR BB dn L - AR AR e H ot

B IEE A N A TETEA S |5k

R > W o W O S S il 1) A T

T S B8 R A - S A AR — T W SEES

TUEVRA LRI E - Stk - 35 R FRELEER A MR AT - 2 4%

RS MRz T AR 5 R o R

HREIR > REET fREFER A Hu T -

el e 7o {1 B AR ERT

BEHATE B B 2E S pSIEER (=R e

SUAE I A I 5B v B H A K

{1 — 18 S (ENIERS SRE PS8 &

i (8B 4 o At 5 %1

i) /% B R 4848 T

UFF i B - BRAP R - i e K 2022.5.47
2021.8.3

20 21



bz fLH C

i TE R Y e 22
BigTE - DL
ESE wibpiT

Fi I 28 2] i
EERIEN
WUk B 1
NS
EVEISE VPN

B P — 3
B ok S A ) 13

F A NE )

it T B B SRR
BERZ B E T A
2 W A AR

7E 8 5 b

i i S T 6 1
AT A Y B

PR J A A — 3 A
AU &) 1

22

iR A o
i s
i JS IR D o]

DA e i 58 A K dtl 5 DL R il 5%
ZAEAT RN

Ay i — R 2T 9 HOl
U BRATEE - EARA A2

2023.3.4

23



Ex

%T o IRERZE
PAI A A
REM - thFEAH
W 25 2 AR

IR AR AE IR R A
B H AR AR HE
AP SR

A Az R

A A 25 10 52
AT I3

AR B
AR S

# b

itk

24

2024.5.29

bt

FE AE 1l SC R AR T
i S RAT B 2 %

[ FIES - MBS

S 18 4 L1 T
U B A 025 36
EAER R

2024.3.2



B EiE<




ZB United States
& H George O'CONNELL

FEFHIREE The Six Yellows of Wheat
RXPRIE I My Father’ s Wallets

£i% calligraphy

Kiuig LAY =85 Three Words on River Street
E Maps

&Rl World Trade

#¥& B A Daylight Savings

#HZ DB ET UL The Strength of a Single Strand for Chen Yuhong, Taipei

FIEEE 2ER

SEPEFRBE > FEXEFABRY (Arthur Sze) & (RBEE) - B#x
BEFABEAFLR (i BEERFATZR) F-

mr AN SCERBLRI R AR AU - BIRR R - BARdE R A
I 7 B2 R EL A AT A A AR B - E A R R (UkZ 1) (The
Force of Ice ) ~ (¥ ) (Getting the Range ) 55 » W4 18 3 ]
CERARB R R ) B REARCORAE T EhAR - REE L S
BEZIHAR o 5 2006 B H R RSP GRE o W
JIE A 5 I I R AT 3 & & (NEA) 488 - W IES & 28
il 4% 2wt E G B A © it 2012 4F 81 8 55 ik B8 24400 44 1)
(Pangolin House) ( pangolinhouse.com ) e

American poet, translatot, and editor George O'CONNELL
has taught creative writing and literature in the US, China, and
Taiwan, serving as Fulbright professor at Peking University and
National Taiwan University. Among US honors for his poetry
are The Pablo Neruda Prize, At/lanta Review's International
Grand Prize, and so on. Author of The Force of Ice and
Getting the Range, he has received with co-translator Diana
Shi two US National Endowment for the Arts Literature
Translation Fellowships, two Hong Kong Arts Development
Council Awards, and so on. Since 2012 they have operated

Pangolin House, pangolinhouse.com, an international journal

of Chinese and English-language poetry and art.
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The Six Yellows of Wheat

There's no blue without yellow:

Van Gogh, letter to Emile Bernard, Arles, June '88

One butters wind with sunlight,

one rusts like fallen bone,

another hints again at honeyed green,
remembering. A plenitude

of burdened rows still learning

how to bend, their voice the fine

dry tick of susurration.

Those clouds that bruise

a corner of the field

say nothing, though turned earth
returns deep violet.

Some rainbleached beards
bowed down with seed
glint blonde, some dusky
fireshot bronze, these stalks
mixed lineations

so swaying in the heart

one might see all of it

only the azure of an easy wish

32

and overhead

six shadows in the guise of crows.

But then the scythe sweeps passage
and sunlight blades the rows

to dark eyed groves, stubbled gold
where even the sky

falls to its blue knees.

33
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My Father’ s Wallets

It was August, and the end

of along-dying summer.

We left his ashes in a poplar box
on a catafalque shaded by maples,

and back at the house turned to sorting:

this to take with us,

this to leave behind.

In a drawer three black wallets
flat beneath white shirts,

the leather worn to little more
than membrane,

the edges frayed to lace.

The first I opened freed a tuft of lint
that spiralled down

like a tiny wing

from something once living.
Nothing else left

of the smudged deck of names,

faces, the stubs of what we were.

How many times, the sun squinting in the glass

the whole way west from the city,

36

bumper to bumper, sweating it out

in the old Volks, was this lump in the pocket
a pain in the ass? Anything

would fall to pieces, these endless takings in
and payings out, this daily rub

that wears away a life.

Sometimes the last of what you' ve carried close
can be hard to part with, that moment

before the open drawer

holding a gutted wallet,

when suddenly it s all back in your hand,

but lighter, floating like a wish,

the famished promise of a promise

the world has come to keep.

37
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Calligraphy

So long so full of night
these oak logs split

as if by light alone

and spring like shining pages

from the axe.

Grain reads like a river
twists through hard country,
or curls inscrutably as smoke

against a frozen sky.

I almost imagine

uncoding a story

beginning near dawn

in a cabin on a stony shore.

A woman wakes, stitrs embers,
then stands by a window
brushing out her hair.

She tilts her head like a child
puzzling out a question.

In thinning dark, her one hand

lifts sleep-tangled waves,

and the other brushes loose their fire.
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Three Words on River Street

Along the plowed blacktop just after dawn,
in the yard of the last house

before River Street opens out to County Z,
a gutted buck

hangs by its antlers from a branch,

its open mouth

mute white.

A crest of last night's snow

skifts the powerlines,

lengths of it falling to clean asphalt
broken and askew. Beyond the dark firs

the road curves west from the river.

In the throat of a half-tumbled silo
someone is burning farm trash,

the fire trying hard to climb back
toward sunlight, its smoke a white vowel
opening above the valley,

as much as it can make

of utterance, as if the frozen word

for what cannot be said

were balanced on a bright tongue of flame.
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Maps

My father was no cartographer,

but I learned at ten

how crayon and soft cloth

could blush a sheet of onionskin

into a whole continent, or shoal blue oceans

toward the green quiver of a shore.

Over the membrane

he” d guide my hand,

but soon I no longer traced,
the pen freely coursing
great rivers, borders

black and impenetrable,

the trembled fiction of a steaming coast.

It s all about scale, he d say,
as I flaked India from my fingers,

not really knowing what he meant.

The maps I read these days
are local. Here the road turns
south near the small square

which marks a house.

44

This dotted line in red

reveals the confines

of the property.

Whatever water could be shown
might still be blue,

but the scale is drawn from life:

ten thousand steps to every inch.

45
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World Trade

Once more on the screen, reached down through the dark?

above the gray arroyos of exchange

a scream tilts blue innocence And whose world
toward twin chrysanthemums of fire, would one trade
and the cloud of countless leaves for the other?

set loose from the world's great ledger,
glinting in their slow descent

to ash—the debts, the credits,

rage and desire

transfigured at the ancient altar:
blood, bone, flame,

the blind immolation

that purifies a future

or corroborates a past.

How pleistocene

the stonepressed layering of griefs,
the hard-burnt carbon

smoldering the heart.

In this scorched place

what tree has spread

its parched human branches,

what thirst

48
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Daylight Savings

Once more I wander through the rooms
lifting this clock and that,

twisting their tiny wheels,

half-mindful of light

saved at one end,

lost at the other.

I could easily go on
about reprieve and injustice,
what s gained and what falls back,

but where would that get us?

T d rather consider the wall clock

9 .
at my mother s, the years it hung,

old even then, in her parents’ Bay Ridge hall,

its wooden, wind-up tock

vaguely scented with overcoats and cigars.

Last night, alone before bed,

she d have turned the black hand
through twelve,

heard the brisk tattle of the ratchet,

the gong of the forfeit hour.

52

Its face was my first look

at the numbers, Roman

and hard struck. Much later

I imagined the legions,

a forced march through a dry province,
the glare of the sun,

the dust of the world on their sandals.
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The Strength of a Single Strand
for Chen Yuhong, Taiper

A slim yellow leaf

hangs by its stem

on one strand a spider left,

in this gray light the silk invisible,
ten thousand nearly yellow leaves

still bound to these branches.

The hung leaf turns

at the wind's faint breath,

or twitls like a dervish.
Despite the dry stem, snapped
by all that made it live,

sO many moonsets, sunsets,
despite the cool entreaties of the breeze,
this single leaf remains

aloft in clear ait,

moment through moment

for an hout, for a day unfallen,

aspin on an unseen axis.
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ARAI was born in Kiry 0, Japan, an area historically known for its
magnificent weaving. She is the author of four books of poetry in
Japanese. She is the winner of the Oguma Hideo Prize (2008) and
was a participant in the Iowa International Writing Program (2019).
Her book of criticism about the playwright J U r 0 Kara won the
Yoshida Hidekazu Prize (2022). Arai lives in Yokohama and is
a professor at Saitama University. Factory Girls (Action Books,
2019), a collection of Arai s poetry in English translation, was a
finalist for the Sarah Maguire Prize (2020). She is also interested
in language variation and produced a documentary about some
of the 2011 tsunami survivors who tell their stories in the local
language of northeastern Japan: Songs Still Sung: Voices from
the Tsunami Shores (2020), directed by Yoi Suzuki, 2020, was an
official selection for New Asian Currents Awards of Yamagata
International Documentary Film Festival 2021. Her latest poetry
collection is Oshirakosama-kibun (Genki-Shob 0 , 2024).
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Han Lynn (b. 1986) is a poet, translator, editor and guitar
instructor whose work has been translated into English, German,
Spanish, Chinese, and Bengali, and published internationally. As
a Burmese poet, he has completed residencies in Germany and
South Africa and participated in literary festivals and readings
in Germany, South Africa, Zimbabwe, Bangladesh, Chile,
Singapore, Malaysia, and China, both in person and virtually.
His recent translations include works by Serbian writer Zoran

Zivkovi .
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MX# KWAN Tin Lam
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KWAN Tin Lam was born in 1984 in Hong Kong, he is the
author of two poetry collections Ontological Night Cool as
Water (2014) and Air is Hard (20106), and has won the Youth
Literary Awards and the Hong Kong Chinese Literature Biennial
Award of Recommendation. He came to Taiwan at the end of
2020, and has lived there since then, with his poems appearing in
newspapers and magazines such as 7he Liberty Times. He was
the editor-in-chief of the literary magazine /Jeurs des Lettres,

and is now the managing editor of Cube Press.
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#include <stdio.h>
#include <locale.h>

int main()

{
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setlocale(LC_ALL, "en_US.UTF-8");

printf("%s ", "u6c89\u7a4d\u96f2");
printf("%s ", "\u87ec\u6642\u96e8");
printf("%s\n\n", "\u5ffd\u9060\u5ffd\u8fd1");

printf("%s ", "\u842c\u8449\u96¢c6");
printf("%s ", "u6b72\u6642\u8ais");
printf("%s%Ils%s\n\n", "\u95dc\u9375",L"\u5b57","\u641c\u5c0b");

printf("%s ", "\w96dc\u6ed4a\u7684\u8b0e");
printf("%s ", "w964d\u7dad\u7684\u4f60");
printf("%s\n\n", "\u6309\u5716\u7d22\u9a65");

printf("%s\n\n", "u6ce2\u7279\u840a\u723e\u7684\u771A\usbeb\udedb\u77b3");
printf("%s\n\n", "\u6e38\u96e2\u7684\u5149\u5f71\u4e32\u6d41\u5176\u4e2d");
printf("%s\n\n", "\u9019\u662Au5834\u53ad\u6c27\u7684\u767d\u65e5\u5922");
printf("%s\n", "\u788e\u5f62\u7684\u7bc0\u62cd\u958b\u59ch\u8df3\u52d5");

return O;
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