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s the 2015/16 Season draws near a close, TCO

has turned in an outstanding season in terms of
its performance, program innovation, and box office
success.

In the past few years, TCO has crossed over
to many genres—theater, dance, and Western
music—Dby collaborating with artists in various
fields and has therefore established a unique
brand of crossover performance. In the spirit
of boundary-crossing, TCO has introduced the
Crossover Series, which includes programs such
as My Unseen Concubine (co-produced with
Allupeople Theatre), Boundary (co-produced
with the Ju Percussion Group) and Mom Going
Performing (part of the Crossover Series). In
addition to showcasing the performing arts
elements in the productions, the series also seeks
to present stage and lighting design aesthetics to
the audience.

Many of my ideas have materialized in this
concert season. For example, TCO started to
commission large, multi-movement works
to composers, such as the four-movement
Symphony Evolution by Wang I-Yu. What's more,
TCO has also provided a platform for Taiwanese
musicians to shine, such as conductor Huang
Kuang-Yu, Yeh Ho-Chung and Chuang Tung-
Chieh. In terms of box office, the 2015 gross ticket
sales grew by nearly 10% as against the previous
year to over NT$11 million, setting a record high
level over the years.

Looking forward, the 2016/17 Season
will continue to provide opportunities for
collaboration with Taiwanese musicians and
performing arts groups. Meanwhile, in celebration
of the 2016 Taipei Design Capital and the 2017
Summer Universiade, TCO will host the 2016 TCO
International Composition Competition and the
Round-the-World Concert Series, making the
upcoming season a much anticipated year of
musical feasts.
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o of Taiwan’s preeminent music groups, the
T;;ipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO) and the Ju
Percussion Group, are joining hands again - this
time to bring to life a piece inspired by the popular
Chinese folktale “Legend of the White Snake.

One of China's four great folktales, “Legend of
the White Snake” is about the love story between a
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young man called Xu Xian and a white snake-turned-
woman Bai Suzhen. Bai came to the human world
to repay her debt to Xu, who accidentally ate and
vomited an immortality pill into the lake where Bai
lived, giving the snake 500 years’ worth of magical
powers.

The music piece, titled “Boundary” and composed
by Hung Chien-Hui, examines the tensions among
the characters in the folktale as they break through
traditional moral boundaries.

Grace notes will be added, at times, as if Xu was
having a conversation with Bai, while discordant

BRI EREL—

5t — JPG & TCO
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2016.05.29 ( H ) 14:30
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melody will also appear to symbolize Fahai’s
influence, she said.

“Even though the stunningly beautiful Bai
Suzhen was a snake demon, she was nevertheless
unwavering and faithful in love,”Hung said.

The music’s progression from a perfect fifth
interval to a diminished fifth also creates an
unpleasant melody that symbolizes Bai’s internal

PSSR BRFRfak o struggles when she transformed from a ruthless
snake demon into a snake fairy, she said.

(R— PG &TCO) Zte 5’73* 5 )ﬁ 28 AKX
29 HMKER1T » #BfE=4bEI=R

Meanwhile, Fahai the monk symbolizes the
messenger of Buddha and the Buddhist concepts
of “form, emptiness, one’s previous existence and
karma,”Hung said.

Explaining the concept behind the title “Boundary,’
Wang Chia-Ming, director of the music piece and
artistic and general director of Shakespeare's Wild
Sisters Group, said “boundaries are sometimes
concrete, like national boundaries. But they are
sometimes conceptual, like the idea of a ‘form realm’
in Buddhism.”

The concert stage will be illuminated by LED lights
and projections of lines, graphics, text and poetry,
immersing the audience in an audio-visual feast.

The“Boundary - JPG & TCO” concert will take place
at the National Concert Hall on May 28 and 29.
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ith his impressive performance and skills,
Wrising conducting star Chuang Tung-Chieh has
won awards at three major international conducting
competitions (Malko International Conductors
Competition, International Conductors' Competition
Sir Georg Solti, and Gustav Mahler Conducting
Competition) within two years time. He is the first
Chinese guest conductor at Vienna Philharmonic,
and will also be working with Globally-Known
Orchestras such as Munich Philharmonic, Deutsches
Symphonie Orchester Berlin, Konzerthausorchester
Berlin, Oslo Philharmonic and Royal Stockholm
Philharmonic. For this concert, TCO invited Chuang
and renowned pianist Chen Rueibin to collaborate
with TCO to present a number of classics, including
The Yellow River and Summer

International Award-winning Conductor
Chuang Tung-Chieh

Chuang Tung-Chieh won first prize at the
National Music Competition (French Horn) when
he was 15 and performed at the National Concert
Hall. After graduating from high school, he went
to the States to study Statistics. However, by the
time he completed his university studies, he
decided that music was the career he wishes to
pursue for the rest of his life and enrolled in Curtis
Institute of Music to study conducting. He trained
under Mark Gibson, Gustav Meier, Otto-Werner
Mueller and Nicolas Pasquet. Chuang is the winner
of the 2015 Malko International Conductors

]4 SiLK ROAD | APRIL 2016
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Time : 2016/06/04 (Sat.) 19:30
Venue : Zhongzheng Auditorium, Taipei
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Competition and has since worked with 28
internationally acclaimed orchestras (Vienna
Philharmonic, Munich Philharmonic, Gothenburg
Symphony Orchestra, Oslo Philharmonic, Danish
National Radio Symphony Orchestra, etc.). He
signed an international contract with Schmid
Records in 2015 and currently resides in Berlin.

Gifted Pianist Chen Rueibin

Collaborating with Chuang Tung-Chieh this
time is pianist Chen Rueibin. Chen moved to
Austria to study music when he was 13 years old,
and won the Rachmaninoff International Piano
Competition in Italy at age 16. He is the only Asian
disciple of the late legendary Russian pianist
Lazar Berman. Before he turned 20, Chen had
already won a total of five gold medals at various
international piano competitions and continues
to gain accolades for his performances around
the world.

Skillful Renditions of Classics

The Yellow River Piano Concerto presented
in this concert is a classic Chinese composition
for piano and was inspired by the patriotic
Yellow River Cantata written during WWII.
The significant piece with a strong ethnic flare
integrates many elements from traditional
Chinese folk songs, including Song Of The Yellow
River Boatmen and The East Is Red, elaborate
performing skills, rich layers and grand imagery.
Other compositions such as Dabo River Capriccio
by Ho Hsun-Tien, Summer by Lu Liang-Huei and
Journey to Lhasa by Kuan Nai-chung will also be
performed.

Chuang Tung-Chieh looks forward to exploring
and presenting the different pieces of fantastic
music with TCO very much. “There will be a lot of
challenges to deal with, but we have encountered
them before!” He says. “Chinese music runs deep
in my blood and soul, and | am certain that
this journey to perfection with TCO will be an
enjoyable one!”
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YNSRI N AORCHESTRA
- BRIEF - Trive chinese Orcest (1€0) founded
INTRODUCTIO in Taiwan. Chen Tun-Chu, Chen Tscheng-Hsiung,

Wang Cheng-Ping and Chung Yiu-Kwong had
served as the General Director, a position currently
held by Cheng Li-Pin. The leadership of previous
and current General Directors, previous Music
Directors Wang Cheng-Ping and Shao En and
current Principal Conductor Qu Chunquan has
cultivated performance artistry in the members
and has made TCO internationally renowned, with
innovative and adventurous programming that
broadens the definition of traditional Chinese
music and to establish its unique style and artistic
excellence.

“Let You Hear The World’, TCO not only focuses
on the Chinese music, but also collaborates with
various virtuosi, introducing wilder range of
music from all over the world and the new form

of Chinese music to Taiwan. It also extensively explores crossover performances to bring novel experiences to
auditoriums and to innovate for a sustainable development of Chinese music.

TCO annually touches the lives of close to 100,000 music lovers with over 100 various productions, including the
Taipei Traditional Arts Festival from March to June. TCO also shoulders the responsibility of art education. Each
year, it presents more than 30 “Art is Profound” educational concerts for sixth-graders across Taipei City and 30
“Bringing Arts to the Alleys” community concerts, as well as extensive domestic and campus tours.

TCO’s international cultural endeavors have staged performances in many important concert halls in over 20
nations in Asia, Europe and the America. Arranged by renowned agency Opus 3 Artists in February 2011, TCO
made its US tour and became the first Chinese orchestra on the rosters of international art agencies.

With more than 50 records and publications, TCO has been repeatedly nominated and awarded with the
Golden Melody Awards (GMA) and its achievement has attracted international attentions. Since 2008, it has been
invited by the Swedish BIS Records to produce 6 albums for international distribution. The first album, Whirling
Dance , won the Best Traditional Music Album Award at the 21st GMA for Traditional Arts and Music in 2010,
and following records were all nominated, including the recent 26th GMA Best Crossover Music Aloum Award
nomination of the 2015 aloum Memories Lost with pianist Chen Sa. Also released the album with violinist Lu
Siqing, The Butterfly Lovers , and the latest album of Holy Pilgrimage.

Over the past 37 years, TCO's persistent endeavors and development have been committed to presenting
exquisite traditional Chinese music, demonstrating the vitality of Chinese music in Taiwan, and pioneering a new
era of Chinese music. With its continued tradition of artistic excellence and collaborations with outstanding artists
of Chinese music in Taiwan, TCO will unwaveringly promote exceptional Chinese music to the world.
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