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Twined Flowers for Weddings
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History of Twined Flowers

Since 311 A.D., the Han people began to immigrate
to the southern Fujian (Min Man area). Because their
worshiping customs were influenced by the local
totemism and hot weather, many fresh flowers for
worshiping were replaced by twinned flowers (artificial)
then.

During the Ming dynasty, a central government official
called Hung Chao came back there for worshiping
ancestors, he found this delicate handicraft and spread
it by his families. Now this handicraft has become an
important part of the South-Fujian Culture.
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Features of Twined Flowers for Weddings

These twinned flowers are often been worn by women
in weddings, because they believe that they can attract
many good fortunes. General speaking, grooms’ female
families s wear red twinned flowers, in contrast, brides’
female families wear pink ones.

All types of twinned flowers are for different users. For
example, the deer shape (with auspicious characters) is
for brides’ mothers-in-law, the turtle shape (symbolize
good fortunes and longevity) is for brides’ mothers and
grandmothers, the characters shape (five good fortunes)
is for aunts, the lily shape is for matchmakers, and the
pomegranate shape (symbolize having many sons) is for
brides.
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Twined Flowers for Relocation Celebrations
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Introduction to Twined Flowers

This handicraft is connected with the arts of paper-
cutting, weaving and embroidering. In general, thick
papers, wires and colorful threads are major materials. By
the skills of twining and tying, these works can become
auspicious ornaments on hairs.

Now this handicraft that came from the southern Fujian
has been exalted in Taiwan. Moreover, these twinned
flowers also have become necessities for some folk
holidays and festivals.
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Features of Twined Flowers for Relocation
Celebrations

According to the traditional customs, after building and
moving houses, people must hold banquets to celebrate
and announce that they have moved to new locations.

In these banquets, female elders often wear artificial
Bachelor's Buttons to show that all families have a reunion

and get good fortunes.
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Dragon-shaped and Phoenix-shaped Twined Flowers




©

R

Cap-shaped Twined Flowers Carp-shaped Twined Flower A Peony-shaped Twined Flower
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Features of Twined Flowers for Blessings

In all joyous occasions, twinned flowers with many
shapes can be used as decorations in houses and

adornments for dressing. Each type has a special meaning

which is listed below.

1. Deer shape or Turtle shape: for grooms' mothers
wearing and having many good fortunes

2. Pomegranate shaped: for brides wearing and having
many sons

3. Lily shape: for everyone wearing and bringing all into
harmony

4. Characters shape: for aunts wearing and having five
good fortunes

5. Peonies shape: for everyone wearing and having the
wealth

6. Bachelor’s buttons shape: for everyone wearing and
having satisfactions




Dragon-shaped and Phoenix-shaped Twined Flowers




R

OHOOO

A Blessing for Having Sons




O+ 4 A
Flower Fairies Peacocks and Poneies
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They are used for worshiping deities and ancestors,
which symbolizes that someone in families will get the
honor of No.1 scholar.

)

o

—\

9 B

-
R NI

Ja S el
=
EEE R R

I

AFEL o Tl G AR Y LgREE kS o
il B 4 Zig;;é_ by ET 3 g,;z? ;T i P Twined Flowers on Offerings
s - ¥r = d AP g They are used for worshiping deities and ancestors in
" ’b@:ia‘ =y e the Lunar New Year, which symbolizes that all families
have abundance year after year.

Now many innovative shapes (dragon and phoenix) and
materials (plastic and styrofoam) are created to show a

joyful atmosphere.
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Twined Flowers and Zen
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Relationship between Twined Flowers
and Zen

The word Zen can be approximately translated as
"meditation in daily life".

Making twinned flowers must in bright and silent
places where are suitable for creating works with many
blessings and satisfactions. These places are the same
places as practicing Zen.

Therefore, when we appreciate these delicate,
beautiful, and auspicious works, we can enjoy the peace
of beautiful life and get many pleasures and satisfactions
from them.
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Calm and Beauty of Twined Flowers

The necessities for making twinned flowers are
including of the good eyesight, peaceful mind, bright
light, and silent place. All of these form a static beauty
together.

Moreover, some delicate and various twining skills
are used to create these works, which form many

shapes to show the beauty of tradition.
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Wishes of Twined Flowers

Every twinned flower symbolizes an auspicious wish for
the dairy life, in addition, symbolizes a new creation and
a self-cultivation skill.

In ancient society, women often wore twined flowers
in festivals and temples to pray for a peaceful and

abundant life.
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Peonies and Butterflies
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Lily-shaped Maple-shaped Carnation-shaped Guava-shaped
Twined Flowers Twined Flowers Twined Flowers Twined Flowers
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Steps of Making Twined Flowers

The key point for making twined flowers is "how to
combine with wires and papers properly".
Some basic skills for making are listed below:
1. Twining: twining threads round papers and wires
2. Rubbing: rubbing threads for fixing on wires
3. Coiling: using cut papers and threads for forming a basic
shape
4. Shaping: bending papers and wires g for forming the real
shape
5. Assembling: assembling all parts




*ﬁfJ i A T4 S q_\,t:l-%-‘&%‘ o

=¥ A3 Ap¥ s - F o BT G

—g{a AoAR AR o TR *,?%FQ*E.E'J

Pendog o ABRMESERY F

§“$mz% Yoo v ARKR Y

m@ﬁc’ for EAE A HERRRE P 5 dosR F

FEREWED > S EFRHEL TH L, RRE

gpigﬁ,%;f%ﬁ; F o - AT THErE  ESE

ﬁ_,&ﬁi—’f””&%{”ﬁ’#pﬁﬁ%\% BH R
I S R T

A Special Skill of Making Twined Flowers

In the procedure of making twined flowers, sticking
golden and silver threads on petals will make these works
resplendent, just like having real jewels on them.

General speaking, the number of petals must be 2 pairs
or 2 triples, it means "being a happy couple" or "six

breaking the jinx".
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An Overview of Twined Flowers

Every type of twined flowers symbolizes a special
meaning, such as "having many sons", "blessing for
longevity", and others.

Now these works are given the innovative lives and
values from many traditional artists. Moreover, they are
extended to connect with many art works which includes
adornments on bodies, paintings, and decorations in
houses.

Not only flower-shaped works, more works such as
butterflies, dragonflies, bees, dragons, phoenix, and
peacocks, all of them enhance this handicraft in the world
of art.
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Pass Down the Traditional Handicraft

In ancient times, making twined flowers was an
important folklore handicraft in southern Fujian, which
must be put into many efforts in creating. The major
materials were included of colorful threads, wires, and
thick papers.

According to the statement from Shih Li Mei (a famous
twined flowers artist), this handicraft must be developed
and passed down by all artists’ efforts, so they have begun
to teach and develop this traditional art with actions.
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Twined Flowers in Rangoon Creeper




