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An Action Research on Summarization Applied to Reading Comprehension
on Elementary School Students

Summarization is one of the strategies widely used in reading. Summarization means
how readers identify the important or unimportant messages contained in an article, then
integrate the important messages to write a fluent passage to cover the original content. In the
digital world, information becomes fast and easy accessible, and the quantity grows
exponentially. When facing the information flood, it becomes an important issue as how to
help readers identify important messages, extract main concepts, establish the relationship
between the concepts, and build up the ability to view the structure in a macro way.

Viewing that the summarization is helpful to improve children’s reading comprehension,
this research focuses on the integration of summarization into the Mandarin teaching in
elementary school. This research described an action research project applied to 2nd, 4th, and
6th graders at Taipei Municipal Wanxing Elementary School, with a design to explore the
possibility of employing summarization in Mandarin teaching. Research instruments involved
include written assessment for summarization as well as teachers’ teaching observations.
The objects of the research were to compare the method and effects of summarization in
different grades, to analyze the summarization instruction models, and to explore the process
the teachers had while they were refining their teaching ability on reading.

By means of literature review, combined with teaching implementation, students’ test
scores, analytic comparisons on teaching observations, and teachers’ teaching reflections, this
research reached conclusions in three aspects. First on the effect of the education on
summarization, a statistical significant level was observed on students’ pre- and post-test
scores, effective teaching procedures as well as vivid discussion among students were noted
in teaching observations, and all the six teachers recognized students’ summary ability in
their teaching reflections. Second on the instruction model, a total of three methods, four
stages, and five skills were proposed to serve as reference for future research. Finally, on the
process of teachers’ growth, with the aid of professor guidance, peer conversation, reflections
on students’ feedback, teachers modified their instructional design and started a new
instructional activity. Such loop repeated during the research and created a good cycle which

benefited both students’ learning and teachers’ professional growth.

Keywords: reading education, reading comprehension, reading strategy, summarization
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