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Smart City Index 2021

Connected, sustainable and prosperous:

the best places to live in the world

The Smart City Index developed by the IMD’s Smart City Observatory, in
partnership with Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD),
does not focus solely on economic and technological aspects of the cities
of tomorrow, but also *humane dimensions” of the urban area (quality of
life, environment, inclusiveness)

The third edition of the SCI ranked 118 cities worldwide by collecting
perceptions of randomly chosen residents in each city.

There are two pillars for which perceptions from residents are solicited: The
Structures pillar referring to the existing infrastructure of the cities, and the
Technology pillar describing the technological provisions and services
available to the inhabitants. They are both evaluated over various areas and
indicators. In the graphics we show only ten of these
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Howtoread

Indicators: Each indicator displayed belov. ,
city and, in brackets, a comparison with its Group's mean

GNI per capita (PPP $): The gross national income (GNI) measures
the income generated by a country's citizens, regardless of where they
were earning that income.

HDLI: The cities are distributed into groups based on the UN Human
Development Index (HDI) score of the economy they are part of. The
composite index is a summary measure of average achievement in
key dimensions of human development: a long and healthy life, being
knowledgeable and have a decent standard of living (GNI per capita)

Rating: Within each HDI group, cities are assigned a ‘rating scale’
(AAA to D) based on the perceptions-score of a given city compared
to the scores of all other cities within the same group.
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