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Beautiful Sparks Of
Two Musical Worlds

Sizhu, Nanguan
and Schumann
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Dusseldorf, one of the world's commercial capitals has
an alter arts ego this year as it takes on the role "City
of Schumann. Writer Tanyg Wei interviews Beate Schuler,
Artistic Director of Schumann Festival on how TCO's
Sizhu, Hang Tany Yuefu's Nanguan and Schumman's
music comes to the same stage in Dusseldorf.
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he year 2010 marks Robert

Schumann's bicentennial
birthday and ignited a worldwide
celebration in festivities in tribute to
Robert Schumann's music. Taking
place in Dusseldorf from May
28th to June 14th, Schumannfest
Dusseldorf will present 21 exquisite
programs in celebration of the
great composer. Taiwan's presence
is not sidelined in this significant
cultural event. The Festival invites
TCO in Sizhu and Hanyg Tany
Yuefu in Nanguan to Germany
as Festival's unique birthday
dedication to Schumann.

The entirety of Schumann's
life had been devoted to creating
different sounds for the public
ear. Schumannfest Dusseldorf
inherited this legacy and seeks
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Taiwan and Five Others
Chosen to Represent
Diversity

According to Beate Schuler,
infernational performing groups
were chosen through a panel.
Goethe Institute offices worldwide
were asked to recommend unique
curators and groups from their
regions, “the final decision was
then made by myself and Mr.
Jory SuBenbach from Geothe
Institute headquarters in Munich.”
Participating groups this year are
unique in their own fields and
moreover, “they are inventive,”
Schuler accentuated. Composers
and musical proposals are the
world's finest and represent diverse
individual cultures, such as Hye-
jin Yoon (Seoul) , Jan Bany, Arve
Henriksen and Erik Honore (Oslo) |,
Carlos Bica and Joao Paulo

(Lisbon) , Anfon Lukoszevieze and
Jennifer Walshe (London) Helena
Tue ( Tallinn, Estonia) , mezzo-
soprano Bernarda Fink (Buenos

‘Aires) , and of course, Yiu-Kwony

Chung\and composer Yu-Chuny

Tseny from Taipei.

German Romanticism
Influence

During the process, there
were five key questions asked of
participating artists, Schiler reveals,

* the selections process depended

on what the artists made of these
five questions.”

(1) 19th century Lied is unique
in representation and
characteristic, are there any
musical styles similar to this in
your culture?

(2) In your culture, what role does
the German Lied play or
influence?

(3) What influence does the
German Romanticism have in
your culture?

(4) In your opinion, what kind of
inspiration can Schumann
and his music bring to
contemporary composers
and musicians?

(5) Are there similarities to
Schumann's Lied in your
culture?




BEaitRVEE GRS - | TCO Blends Chinese General Director of TCO,

Traditional and Electronic Yiu-Kwony Chunyg. He had

BB RN Music for the Modern reinferpreted Schumann's
Schumann Frauenliebe und -leben, Op.42

Beate Schulerszm » fEBEH » H suit for Chinese orchestra and
EREENEENE [DERE) - TCO's program for the  Nanguan performance. In this

[EFIEEREREGESLRBZENE  Schumannfest Disseldorf includes  new arrangement, TCO brings
Z ) (EREEIKE - BSRIRAREE  Tribute to Schumann with  to the work its erhu, sheny, xiao,
RMPIE NRAIESE - | ERMAERMEW  quadraphonic electronic sounds  ruanxian and percussions. The
S 8 and five instruments namely eight sonys in the original opus
1. =1 CHBMIMMEBEEERME  Chinese flute, erhu, pipa, yangqgin,  are translated into Chinese

e BEEENXXIEER » 2  and percussions. Composer Yu-  for Hang Tany Yuefu's Artistic

SHERINSRERE ? Chunyg Tseng took inspiration from  Director Chen Mei-er to find
2. FEEBMERHRESAINIEER » 358  Schumann's Dichterliebe, the first  suitable Nanguan tunes and
TEERIEENE ? movement /Im wunderschénen  melodies that fit perfectly both
3. EEIREFENFEREMIERZET  Monat Mai (In the beautiful May) in ideals and musicality with
EAEHR 7 and /ch grolle nicht (I Don't Chide  Schumann.
4. FENRANER @ BESIIEFESE  You) , and created a 14-minute
SR MEMZR T EEERAV R3S 2 composition for TCO. The second Chuny also added Piano
RE—EREEIRE - TR - half of the program, Dialogue  Quintet, Op.44, Mdrchenbilder,
SABEMRFSEFEMIMMAAVE  with Schumann, is a forty-minute Op. 113 and Lieder und
7 piece written by composer and Gesdnge, Vol. 1V, Op.96 into
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the new piece. The Shenyg plays
dominant role in this piece, which
represented the man/husband
character. Audience members
will hear the romantic encounter
of Schumann and Nanguan
and furthermore yain insight
on traditional female role and
expressions of ancient China.

Stellar Lineup at
Schumannfest Diisseldorf

This year, the Schumannfest
Dusseldorf has an exciting lineup:
Daniel Barenboim, Saleem Abboud
Ashkar, Tzimon Barto, Unsuk Chin,
Myung-Whun Chuny, Christoph
Eschenbach, tenor Werner Gura,

-
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violinist Viviane Hagner, baritone
Thomas Hampson, cellist Marie-
Elisabeth Hecker, Paavo Jarvi,
Janine Jansen, Enrico Pace, Mario
Venzayo, Jian Wanyg and Frank
Peter Zimmermann. Excited about
the forthcominyg performance,
Beate Schuler said, “Sizhu and
Nanguan are instruments |'ve
never had the chance to watch.
| am looking forward to the
performance, and I'm sure after
hearing them perform at the
Festival this year, | will have more
insight and thoughts to share with
the music fans in Taiwan.”
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