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Testing Waters in US Tour
TCO Eyes Set on International Stage
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Next February will see TCO embark on a US tour under the international artist management of Opus 3 to Lewisburg,
Atlanta and Baltimore. Following the pattern of world-class symphony orchestras and renowned soloists. International
presenters buy a set of program of the performing orchestra. This is a breakthrough for TCO and also a new model for
public orchestras looking to expand horizons on the international stage.
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ext February will see TCO embark
Non a US tour under the international
artist management of Opus 3 to Lewisburg,
Atlanta and Baltimore. The program consists
of a dose of Taiwan flavor for the American
audience with Tan Dun's Northwest Suite,
Yiu-Kwong Chung's Pipa Concerto The
Yang's Saga, the world premiere of Yi-
Chien Chou's Portrait of Taiwanese Opera,
some aboriginal flavor of Leung-Fai Lo's
Ceremonial Music and Joyful Dance,
and a medley of Taiwanese folksongs,
Taohua Crossing the River, Longing for
Spring Breeze and Old Trains Through the
Caves. Quarreling Chickens and Ducks for
Chinese Percussion Ensemble is a visually
stimulating piece to the evening's program,
bringing music theatricality with blacklight
theatre presentation.
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Blacklight-theatre Intensify
Percussion Theatricality

Quarreling Chickens and Ducks
for Chinese Percussion Ensemble is a
new arrangement weaving together two
popular folk ballads, Quarreling Ducks
and Prancing Chickens. Zhishuen En:
Quarrelling Ducks utilized percussion to
simulate ducks quacking at dawn and the
flapping of wings in play Prancing Chickens
is a Hunan folk tune depicting chickens
prancing in Spring sun. The performance
will employ blacklight theater's fluorescent
effect to engage the audience in the fun-
filled music. TCO's Hugin principal Ming-Yu
Wang will be performing Da Guang Xian
and Banhu, while renowned pipaist Wu
Man will guest as Pjpa soloist.
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First Stride Into
International Music Stage

TCO's 2011 US tour is our first
engagement with Opus 3, and follows the
pattern of world-class symphony orchestras
and renowned soloists. International
presenters buy a set of program of the
performing orchestra. This is a breakthrough
for TCO and also a new model for public
orchestras looking to expand horizons on
the international stage. Opus 3 is a world-
famous recording company. Its recordings
are known for their high quality and
represent the leading brand in the music
field. For the past five years, Opus 3's artist
management has been widely recognized

by famous artists and represents those
as Wu Man, Yo-yo Ma and Gil Shaham in
unique tours. General Director, Yiu-Kwong
Chung remarked that this is not TCO's first
US tour, but it is indeed the first for which
performance fees and travel expenses
are covered by the presenter. Although
this is the norm of world-class artists,
TCO has finally arrived at this stage with
hard endeavors. This benchmark officially
places TCO "on the par with professional
international orchestras""
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International Branding for
TCO

For the upcoming US tour, Yiu-
Kwong Chung stressed the importance
of orchestra's persona and etiquette on
stage. Chung thinks it is impertinent that
the orchestra fulfills the image and quality
of an international professional orchestra.
[t is what international presenters value in
addition to performance quality. Chung
expressed his confidence in the orchestra
and that the experiences working with
artists such as Evelyn Glennie have
increased both the orchestra's quality
as well as brand image. This is why TCO
has caught the attention of international
presenters and agents.
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First stop, Lewisburg, then Atlanta
and Baltimore, this tour will mostly see
TCO in university concert halls due to the
limited 9 months preparation Opus 3 had
to work with. However, it is unlike local
campus tours, Opus 3 needs to market TCO
for good box office performance. Chung
said the tour is testing waters for the new
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market and raising awareness for TCO,
in other words, setting stones paving for

future tours.

In regards to programming, TCO
has to meet the needs of Opus 3 as well
as sustain our own responsibilities. Chung
pointed out that Tan Dun and Wu Man
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are market grabbers, while promoting
Taiwanese compositions and shaping a
star-performer are TCO's ambitions. "l try to
put the orchestra's efforts in the spotlight
Chung feels confident in setting an
example for the development of Chinese

music.
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Weis Performing Arts Center, Bucknell University, Lewisburg
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Emory University, Atlanta
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Strathmore Hall, Baltimore
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