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A Taipei Yearbook 2023: Chronology of Events

. 6th
JAN.
FEB.

1st
5th
11th

. 3rd
MAR.

9th
14th
14th
18th
24th

The "2023 Taipei Lunar New Year Festival” was held in ten famous “"Lunar New Year shopping districts,”
including Dihua Street, Huayin Street, and the Taipei Station Wholesale Market, expanding the scope of festive
cheer in the city. The theme of this year was “the Ritual of the Chinese New Year.” Simultaneously, online sales
promotions were rolled out on online retail platform Shopee, and these were run until January 20.

As was done during the “2003 Taiwan Lantern Festival in Taipei,” the Taipei City Government Department of
Civil Affairs and each district office jointly set up a “Twelve Districts Display Zone" that drew 3,117,351 visitors.
A highlight of the festival was the Fount of Light Display Zone, which featured artistic cocreation workshops in
which first-generation and second-generation immigrants created lanterns celebrating cultural diversity. The
festival also included many live performances, and two display zones were platinum and gold winners of the
“Muse Creative Award” in the Event category.

The “2003 Taiwan Lantern Festival in Taipei” ran from February 1 to 19, with the first five days being a soft
opening. Exhibits were installed all around the city at notable sites, including Taipei City Hall, Sun Yat-Sen
Memorial Hall, Songshan Cultural Park, Taipei 101, Four Four South Village, Xinyi Shopping District, and Taipei
Eastern District. The festival was attended by 12,357,162 visitors with reported satisfaction exceeding 94%.

During the “2023 Taiwan Lantern Festival in Taipei,” the Secretariat received 12 delegations (totaling 73 people)
from sister and friendly cities around the world. The distinguished guests included Mayor Remigijus Simagius
(of Vilnius, Lithuania), Mayor Ladie N. Jack (of Majuro, Marshall Islands], Mayor Maria Josefina G. Belmonte
(of Quezon City, the Philippines), representative Chang Sook-Jin (of Daegu, South Korea), Former Mayor
Hiroshi Sakurada (of Hirosaki, Japan), Mayor Shinju Yamaguchi (of Kasama, Japan], and Deputy Mayor Takeshi
Matsubara (of Matsuyama, Japan).

Taipei City, New Taipei City, Keelong City, and Taoyuan City jointly established the “Northern Taiwan Public
Transportation Development Platform.”

The “Taipei City Public Urban Renewal 7599 Project” was announced, lowering the participation threshold from
90% to 75% and introducing private teams to assist participants with “initiating the process,” “calculating the
financial details,” and “selecting the desired houses.”

On March 9, 2023, the Taipei City Police Department established the "Digital Technology Warfare Center,”
which is tasked with using smart technology to maintain law and order in Taipei City. Mayor Chiang personally
attended the unveiling.

A large field of pure white calla lilies (the only such field in Taiwan) exists next to Zhuzhi Lake in Yangmingshan
National Park. Organized by the Taipei City Government Department of Economic Development, the “2023 Calla
Lily and Hydrangea Festival” was held for the first time on White Valentine's Day. The romance of springtime
calla lilies and the vibrance of summertime hydrangeas attracted approximately 650,000 visitors, leading to
approximately NT$135.7 million in revenue from the sales of flowers and other agricultural products, leisure
industry goods and services, and food and beverage industry goods and services. The festival ended June 18.

Taipei City Government led Taiwan in announcing the “Indoor Air Quality Certified Facility Promotion Project,”
encouraging facilities to adopt “active” disease-prevention mindsets, install air purifying devices, and
implement air purification measures such as ventilation. Certifications are awarded to facilities that pass
inspection. The certification provides consumers with a reference point when choosing venues.

The Taipei City Employment Services Office held a "Youth Internship and Employment Fair” that featured 240
select companies offering more than 10,000 job opportunities with starting salaries of over NT$30,000. The fair
also included a preemployment preparation zone, offering a comprehensive set of services relating to resumes,
health examinations, and mock interviews.

The “112 National Indigenous Games” were held for the first time in Taipei City and hosted by Taipei City
Government. The Taipei City team had 445 competitors and 178 staff and participated in 17 events including
track and field, basketball, judo, tackwondo, wrestling, baseball and softball, croquet, futsal, traditional
archery, dancing, road running, weightlifting, tug of war, rowing, sawing, and hunting. The Taipei City team won
23 gold, 14 silver, and 26 bronze medals and placed third in the overall championship, breaking its previous
best performance of 14 gold, 12 silver, and 12 bronze medals in 2021. The games ended on March 27.
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70 mayors, city government officials, leaders of international organizations, diplomatic missions in Taiwan,
and corporate representatives from more than 15 cities across Europe, Asia, and Africa in Taiwan were
invited to attend the “2023 Smart City Mayors” Summit” to discuss the role of digital government and digital
transformation in economic recovery. Taipei City Mayor Chiang attended the "Mayors’ Roundtable” to discuss
the current applications of emerging technology and digital tools by cities to drive industrial and digital
transformations and cooperation between cities.

Deputy Mayor Shu-Chuan Lee (of Taipei City) and Deputy Mayor Volodymyr Bondarenko (of Kyiv, Ukraine] jointly
signed a memorandum of understanding on city cooperation. This memorandum aims to promote future
exchanges and cooperation between the two cities in municipal areas such as energy efficiency, urban planning
and construction, sustainable transportation, education and culture, children and youth services, open
government, and digital information technology.

Metro Taipei announced the first ever "Pet Day Charter Train” event. For one day only, pet owners can enjoy
riding charter trains from Xiangshan Station to Yuanshan Station alongside their pets.

During the 2239th municipal affairs meeting of Taipei City Government on April 11, 2023, the Research,
Development and Evaluation Commission of Taipei City Government reported on its preparations to fulfill its
commitment in the White Paper on City Administration to establish a "Youth Bureau.” A task force was formed
in June to handle the preparatory administrative tasks. Following discussions during the 2270th municipal
affairs meeting of Taipei City Government on November 14, the “Taipei City Government Organizational Self-
Government Ordinances” and the “Organizational Regulations of the Taipei City Government Youth Bureau”
were sent to Taipei City Council for deliberation.

The Taipei City Government Consumer Protection Office invited businesses with the highest number of
consumer complaints “for coffee” to discuss the causes of disputes and how to improve their SOPs and draft
concrete improvement plans.

Mayor Chiang attended a special one-day Seniors Academy event organized by the Indigenous Peoples
Commission of Taipei City Government, where he participated in activities such as Amis Cha Cha, cross-
stitching, urban vegetable gardening, and food tasting.

Taipei Water Department carried out the first comprehensive project reinforcing pipeline bridges against
seismic activity. With the completion of reinforcements to Yongfu Bridge at the end of April in 2023, a total
of four pipeline bridges were reinforced to withstand magnitude-six earthquakes as part of Taipei Water
Department’s commitment to provide a stable and safe supply of tap water in the face of natural disasters.

Taipei City Government established a "Population Policy Committee,” with its organizational guidelines taking
effect upon announcement.

Taipei City received a "Halal in Travel award” from “CrescentRating,” the world’s leading authority on Muslim-
friendly travel, in the category of "Most Promising Muslim-Friendly City Destination of The Year (non-0IC)." This
award is a recognition of Taipei’s efforts in promoting a Muslim-friendly environment.

Local Land Offices in Taipei City have launched an “all-in-one utilities and mail forwarding service": visitors to
the land office handling real estate registrations may simultaneously apply for interagency notification services,
saving them the trouble of having to visit multiple agencies.

In a gesture of international friendship and support for education and youth development policies in Saint
Kitts and Nevis, the Taipei City Government donated 50 YouBikes to celebrate 40 years of diplomatic relations
between the two cities.

The Taipei City Government Department of Information Technology created Taiwan’s first virtual library card
that can be added to the Apple Wallet, allowing TaipeiPass app users to borrow books easily, safely, and
privately and enhancing the experience of using the digital services of the Taipei Public Library. This is a major
milestone in virtual cards and passes.
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The Taipei City Government Department of Land Administration and Urban Regeneration Office jointly released
the “Urban Renewal Land Information Platform,” combining data on property rights with updated zoning
delineations so that citizens can query renewal agreement thresholds immediately, shortening the preliminary
planning and evaluation period and accelerating the urban regeneration process.

The “Northern Taiwan TPASS” monthly commuter pass was launched.

Mayor Chiang led a delegation to Singapore for municipal inspections, focusing on exchanges in areas such as
transportation, environmental sustainability, urban development, and smart cities. The visit ended on July 8.

The Taipei City Government Department of Civil Servant Development held a “Leading the WayX
Sustainability X Municipal Affairs Research Training Camp” with the goal of nurturing outstanding and exemplary
civil servants to form the best city administration team. The camp ended on August 1.

Taipei City Government was awarded a “PPP Distinguished Award” for the sixth consecutive year for its efforts
in encouraging private participation in public construction.

After being closed in 2021 for renovations, the Taipei City Arts Promotion Office reopened in time for its 40"
anniversary. An event celebrating the office’s anniversary was held on July 16. The event was referred to as the
“Forty Party,” and during the event, a press conference, performances, and a ribbon cutting ceremony (led by
Mayor Chiang) were held. The first performance in the newly renovated Metropolitan Hall was given by the Ming
Hwa Yuan Arts and Cultural Group.

The Bravo Bear hot air balloon traveled to Europe to promote Taipei City in the Grand Est Mondial Air Ballons in
France from July 21 to 30, the Bristol International Balloon Fiesta in the United Kingdom from August 10 to 13,
and the Warsteiner Internationale Montgolfiade in Germany from September 1 to 9. These three events were
attended by more than 900,000 visitors.

An event celebrating the opening of the “Taipei City Government Employee Nursery Center” was held. Mayor
Chiang attended and presided over the unveiling of the center’s plaque. The center was recognized by the
“Directorate-General of Personnel Administration in the 2023 Public Sector Workplace Childcare Facility
Competition,” receiving the “Outstanding Award.”

Taipei City launched “Baby | Love You - Private Kindergarten Education Assistance Program,” the first private
kindergarten subsidy program in Taiwan, offering a maximum subsidy of NT$52,000 per school year for
children aged 2-4 years attending private kindergarten in Taipei City.

Taipei City became the first municipality to lower the teacher to student ratio in kindergartens in adherence to
the Ministry of Education’s initiative to reduce the ratio to 1:12 by 2025 nationwide.

The "2023 Hakka Expo,” which ran until October 15, began. The Taipei exhibit was entitled "Speaking
Out / Taking Place,” and it comprised seven themes and included a time-traveling train, the 1988 Hakka
language preservation movement, videos of Hakka daily life, "My Little Room,” an urban jungle, text-based IP
authorization, and future transport ticket.

Mayor Chiang represented Taipei City in signing a friendly exchange agreement with Hamamatsu, promoting a
traveler exchange program to deepen the cooperation and interactions between the two cities.

Mayor Chiang led a delegation to Shanghai to attend the "2023 Taipei-Shanghai City Forum,” the theme of
which was “new trends, new development.” During this forum, three memorandums of understanding were
signed on badminton, carbon reduction and sustainability, and convention and exhibition industry exchanges.
The visit ended on August 31.

In 2023, Taipei City was ranked first among the municipalities in Taiwan by the Ministry of the Interior’s
Department of Conscription Administration for its effectiveness in loosening regulations on military
conscription.
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Taipei City Hospital and One-Forty, a nonprofit that provides education to Southeast Asian migrant workers,
partnered to provide online support and training for caregivers of people with dementia.

The Taipei City Government Department of Sports held a press conference to launch the “U-Sport program.” To
kick off the program, registrants received NT$1,500 worth of exercise vouchers and free U coins. The program
was part of an initiative to implement the three steps of national fitness laid out in the mayoral white paper.

The Ministry of the Interior released the results of its 2023 conscription affairs inspection; Taipei City was ranked
first among the Group A special municipalities.

With the opening of the Minsheng Water Resources Regeneration Center, Taipei City became the first to
have a membrane bio-reactor tertiary treatment plant. Mayor Chiang activated the membrane bio-reactor,
symbolizing the completion of the treatment plant, and announced that Taipei City will continue working toward
its goal of total independence in wastewater treatment by 2030.

Mayor Chiang led a delegation to Seoul, South Korea to participate in the "World Cities Summit,” meeting with
Seoul Mayor Se-Hoon Oh. Under the witness of both mayors, a memorandum of understanding was jointly
signed between Chen-Hua Yu, the commissioner of the Research, Development, and Evaluation Commission,
Taipei City Government, and Cheol-Soo Kim, the head of the Future Youth Planning Team of the Seoul
Metropolitan Government. The visit ended on September 26.

The “Taipei City Nangang District Nangang Depot Public Housing Turnkey Project” was a gold winner in the 31%
Chinese Architectural Golden Stone Award in the category of Outstanding Public Constructions-Construction.
This project was the only social housing project in Taiwan to win a Chinese Architectural Golden Stone Award.

The Taipei Rapid Transit Corporation formed a partnership with SMRT Trains Limited (a Singaporean company),
with the two companies signing a Sister Metro Agreement. This is the first sister metro partnership that Taipei
Rapid Transit Corporation has formed with an international peer.

On this date, the Beitou and Zhongshan Precincts and the Criminal Investigation Division of the Taipei City
Police Department jointly apprehended a suspect named Chung in Yangmei District, Taoyuan City. As part
of the arrest, the agencies confiscated 45 firearms, including hunting rifles, shotguns, submachine guns,
handguns, and 1,903 bullets. This case is the largest crackdown of a firearms modification factory by police
in recent years and was effective at suppressing illegal organizations and demonstrating law enforcements’
commitment to maintaining public order.

Deputy Commissioner Hsu of the Taipei City Fire Department traveled to Kobe, Japan to sign a memorandum
of understanding as a host city for the 16" CityNet Disaster Cluster Conference” and ensure a consensus on
cooperation between the two parties.

The "Mini Cultural Trips in Taipei” program released an initial list of 12 mini cultural destinations. As of the end
of December, the program has released 36 cultural destinations, 3 short videos, and 35 itineraries throughout
Taipei City. Online information is available in Chinese, English, Japanese, and Korean.

The Taipei City Government Indigenous Peoples Commission held the 2023 Taipei City Indigenous Culture
Festival—Indigenous Taipei Fabulous Taipei at the Yuanshan Flower Expo,” drawing approximately 8,000
participants and 18,500 views online.

The Taipei Hakka Affairs Commission held the “2023 Taipei Hakka Yimin Festival,” which attracted more than
120,000 participants in person and 20,000 views online. The festival ended on October 23.

The Taipei City Government Department of Health held an awards ceremony for the "Assessment of Self-
management of Business Sanitation,” inviting all businesses that had received certification to attend;
certifications were handed out by Commissioner Chen. This year, the “Outstanding Award” was added to
encourage businesses to promote innovative disease-prevention practices on their premises and enhance
their sense of responsibility in the self-management of business sanitation, thereby guaranteeing the hygiene
and safety of consumers and employees. A total of 396 businesses were certified, including 25 outstanding
businesses, 355 excellent businesses, and 16 satisfactory businesses.

The Taipei City Government Department of Environmental Protection unveiled Taiwan's first “low-carbon and
green mobile toilet” at the City Government East Gate Plaza, establishing a new milestone in urban toilet
culture.
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The Taipei City Fire Department’'s 119 High-Performance Dispatch System was awarded “Best in Digital
Policies” in the “Smart City” category at the “Future Enterprise Awards” hosted by the International Data
Corporation. A delegation led by Chief Secretary Liu traveled to the Suntec Singapore Convention & Exhibition
Centre to receive the award.

Taipei Dome finally received permission to open. Taipei Dome is Taiwan's first large-scale indoor sports
stadium and has a seating capacity of 40,000.

Taipei Rapid Transit Corporation was recognized with an "ASOCIO ICT Award” in the category of “Outstanding
Tech Company” for its innovative Metro Transit Information Management Expert System (Metro TIMES).

Deputy Mayor Shu-Chuan Lee and Mayor Shinju Yamaguchi (of Kasama, Japan] jointly signed the "Taipei-
Kasama Exchange and Cooperation Agreement” to promote exchanges and cooperation between the two cities
in tourism, industry, education, culture, and sports.

Amendments to the “Taipei City Regulations on Subsidies for the Training of Outstanding Athletes” passed,
increasing subsidies for athletes at every level; Taipei City now offers the highest subsidies out of all six special
municipalities in Taiwan.

Mayor Chiang convened a press conference with New Taipei City, Taoyuan City, and Taichung City to announce
the official launch of cadastral transcript kiosks offering intermunicipal services.

Taipei City was a “Superior” winner at the 21% Golden Thumb Awards for PPP for its execution of the “Syntrend
Creative Park BOT project.”

The Taipei City Government Public Works Department began tunneling operations for the "National
Biotechnology Research Park Joint Road Project.”

Taipei City officially launched the 10 O'Clock Joy program at the Huaizhong Public Infant Daycare Center;
the Taipei City Government Department of Social Welfare teamed up with the Social and Family Affairs
Administration (part of the Ministry of Health and Welfare] to offer trial childcare services from 10:30 am to
10:00 pm for children aged younger than 2 years. This program provides a wide range of childcare services to
parents with irregular work schedules.

The Taipei City Government Department of Civil Servant Development received a gold medal from the Brandon
Hall Group in their Excellence in Education Technology Awards for “Best E-learning, Blended, Flipped
Classroom Solution or Remote Solution.”

The Taipei City Government Department of Labor held a Labor Policy Advisory Meeting. The meeting was hosted
by Taipei City Mayor Chiang and attended by experts and union representatives. The meeting was an opportunity
for Taipei City Government to listen to the “voices of laborers” about their needs and labor conditions in labor
environments. The discussions during this meeting will inform development of labor policies.

Mayor Chiang and Mayor Takashi Namba (of Shizuoka, Japan) jointly signed the “Taipei-Shizuoka Memorandum
of Understanding on Friendly City Exchange and Cooperation.” Building on years of sports exchanges between
the two cities, this agreement aims to further expand exchanges and cooperation in smart cities, green
transformation, tourism, and education.

The Taipei City Government Department of Budget, Accounting, and Statistics submitted the 2023 accounting
reports to the Directorate General of Budget, Accounting and Statistics for review and was recognized as
outstanding among the special municipalities.

Taipei City launched a project to lower city temperatures. The project has three major components: “adjustment
of construction and zoning codes to reduce outdoor temperatures,” “adjustment of building codes to improve
energy efficiency and reduce carbon emissions,” and “promotion of increased green coverage and carbon
sequestration.” The long-term goal is to transform Taipei City into a sustainable living and happy net-zero city.
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The Taipei City Government Department of Information and Tourism partnered with Family Mart and the
Chinese Muslim Association to set up “Muslim-friendly product areas” in eight Family Mart locations in popular
destinations and traffic hubs throughout Taipei City. The goal is for Muslim tourists to have access to Muslim-
friendly products for their personal dining and souvenir shopping needs. A press conference was held in the
Taipei 101 Family Mart.

The Secretariat held the “Taipei Team Annual Press Conference,” where Mayor Chiang, leading the heads of
various municipal departments, presented to Taipei citizens the city government’s annual policy achievements
and vision for the future.

The Taipei City Government Department of Rapid Transit Systems received a Supreme Award during the 23"
Public Construction Golden Quality Awards for the “Wanda-Zhonghe-Shulin Line (Phase 1) Contract No. CQ860.”

Taipei Water Department was recognized with an award in digital and innovative applications in engineering by
the Chinese Institute of Civil and Hydraulic Engineering for its "Taipei Water Smart Information Management
System 2.0,” which is the first in Taiwan to automatically combine map data with right-of-way units.

Taipei City was recognized as “first” in Taiwan by the Executive Yuan following the “2023 audit of special
municipal governments’ plans and budgets by the central government.”

The Taipei Feitsui Reservoir Administration supplied 221.56 million tons of water to the Banxin District of New
Taipei City, equivalent to 110% the effective capacity of the Shimen Reservoir, effectively reducing demand for
water from Shimen Reservoir.

The “2024 Taipei New Year's Party” was organized by the Taipei City Government Department of Information
and Tourism; this year, smaller stages were set up around the main stage to provide different types of
entertainment for different age groups. The party was attended by more than 170,000 individuals.
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