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Battle Against COVID-19 Epidemic
by Performing Arts Communities

Writer,~ KUO Shih-Chen

Photo,~ KUO Shih-Chen ~ National Theater & Concert Hall ~
Kaohsiung Philharmonic Cultural & Arts Foundation ~ Ju Percussion Group ~ Paperwindmill Theatre

According to the news on March 5, 2020, Brett Dean, an Austra-
lian viola musician, was infected with novel coronavirus, who
had performed in Taiwan at the end of February 2020. The
unfortunate news was a severe blow to performing arts commu-
nities in Taiwan, that have already been severely affected by the
outbreak of COVID-19. On that night, CHENG Li-Chiun, head
of Taiwan’s Minstry of Culture, demanded the orchestras and
performing arts communities under the Minstry to temporarily
suspended overseas performances in March, and she also
appealed for risk assessment of virus infection for performing

arts activities, held by private organizations.

Postponement is the best choice

at present

In response to the government’s anti-epidemic policy, the
National Theater & Concert Hall of the National Performing
Arts Center, the National Taichung Theater and the National
Kaohsiung Center for the Arts (Weiwuying) announced that the
Taiwan International Festival of Art of 2020 (2020TIFA) would
be postponed. LIU Yi-Ru, Art Director of the National Theater
& Concert Hall, said, “in order to cooperate with the epidemic
prevention measures and not damage the perfect experience or

art, we think the best way at present is to postpone the Festival.”

Due to the escalating problem of COVID-19, the Central
Epidemic Command Center (CECC) of Taiwan announced on
March 25, “It is recommended to stop indoor activities involving
more than 100 people and outdoor activities involving more than
500 people.” JU Tzong-Ching, chairman of National Performing
Arts Center, said that it is really a big challenge for the perform-
ing arts communities to meet epidemic prevention requirements
and ensuring the health and safety of the audience, while giving

the on-the-spot feeling of the performing arts and interacting
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with the audience at the same time. Upon the suggestion of the
CECC to ban public gatherings, the major theaters almost all
postponed the performance of the follow-up programs. As a
result, many performing arts teams have been greatly impacted
by the outbreak of the COVID-19, because most of them rely on

box office revenue to survive.

Performances have been greatly
affected due to COVID-19 epidemic
The Kaohsiung Spring Arts Festival, which is to be sponsored by
Kaohsiung Philharmonic Cultural & Arts Foundation annually
in early March, has been postponed because of the novel corona-
virus. Chief executive CHU Hung-Chang said that, in the last 10
years, the Festival has begun with an outdoor grassland concert
which has two sections of four performances with a total
audience of about 20,000 people and is a large-scale public
gathering. In response to the epidemic prevention guidelines
issued by the Kaohsiung Municipal Government at the end of
February, the Foundation, being the first to take the anti-
pandemic steps, decided to postpone the Festival to the second

half of the year.

CHU also pointed out, many musicians and guest conductors of
Kaohsiung Chinese Orchestra and Symphony Orchestra come
from both sides of the Taiwan Strait or Chinese communities and
the spread of novel coronavirus in Chinese areas was the most
severe in February 2020. Therefore, after careful consideration,
the subsequent performances had to be cancelled or postponed in

order to contain the virus.

National Performing Arts Center Chairman JU Tzong-Ching

Kaohsiung Philharmonic Cultural &
Arts Foundation Chief executive CHU Hung-Chang

Delivering more beauty and hope

CHENG, Li-Pin, general director of the TCO holds the belief
that musicians should still transmit splendid music to everyone
who loves music even if the epidemic situation is severe. There-
fore, TCO presented a special concert entitled “Live Webcast
Concert- Craving for the Spring Wind” (Wang Chun Feng),
which was broadcast on the YouTube of TCO on March 21.
Although they couldn’t watch the programs in the theater,
thousands of music lovers appreciated the wonderful perfor-
mance together through the internet. Taipei Chinese Orchestra
has also become a model for performing arts teams during the

period of isolation.

In response to COVID-19, the new work Not Afraid of the Sun
and Rain of the Bulareyaung Dance Company from Taitung has
also been postponed. Bulareyaung, leader of BDC, has decided
to perform the work live on the internet in Tiehua Village of
Taitung on April 17, the scheduled date of performance in
National Theater. He hopes to take this opportunity to bring
positive energy to everyone so as to actively deal with the

current unfavorable environment.

Bailout programs for performing
artists iniciated by Government

and private sector

In addition to the subsidies from the Ministry of Culture to assist
the arts and culture sector to tackle the difficulties arising from
the COVID-19 epidemic, Paperwindmill Theatre, in order to
cheer up the performing arts communities, has specially initiated
an activity Papaerwindmill Regains Smile for the performers and
staff behind the scenes. Those who upload a one-minute video
with creativity, sense of humor and dramatic tension will have a
chance to win prizes, thus slightly relieving the difficulties of

performing arts workers caused by the COVID-19 epidemic.

LEE Yung-Feng chief executive of Paperwindmill Theatre, says
that the theater is the last handicraft industry and talents are
indispensable to the theater. The brilliant achievements of
Paperwindmill Theatre in Taiwan in the past 28 years have
depended greatly on the contributions of performers and techni-

cians. He hopes to work with everyone to overcome the difficulties.
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