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TCO As Music As Life —

Arts Integration in School That Will Go a Long Way

Text / LU Chia-Chen Picture / Taipei Chinese Orchestra, HONG Hui-Shan, KE Pei-Yu

For many sixth graders in elementary schools
of Taipei, As Music As Life education program
happening every October is their orientation
in Chinese music. To keep the tradition alive,
TCO has being working relentlessly to find the
perfect repertoire for the occasion. A touch of
drama also helps to liven up the learning process.
Adding to the challenge, live performances are
banned due to the outbreak of the pandemic and
TCO has to pre-record a fitting performance for

children this year.

-

/ o . —
£ e I. __‘l" % ~ ; o
*“ - ' i — A "

—) —

|

_—

TCO’s From Seed to Art combines the essence of drama and Chinese music. The lively performances made it easier for children to understand and sympathize.

Stepping Into the Concert Hall and Let Art Take Root

As Music As Life was actually an idea put together by WU Hui-Ling, general coordinator of the Art and Humanities Advisory
Group, Department of Education, Taipei City Government. She believes that we should put the outstanding performing arts
troupes and venues in Taipei to good use and reach out to elementary schools as an extension of the Basic Education Curriculum
Guidelines. Under the interference of Bureau of Cultural Affairs and Department of Education, As Music As Life was initiated
in 2005. Third graders have the chance to visit Taipei Fine Arts Museum (TFAM); Fourth graders have the chance to watch
mini theater; Fifth graders have the chance to appreciate the performance of Taipei Symphony Orchestra, and Sixth graders
Taipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO) concerts. Positive feedbacks poured in after the first attempt and inspired similar projects in

other counties and cities thereafter.
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According to HONG Hui-Shan, an honorary counselor of the Art and
Humanities Advisory Group, the newly appointed director of TCO,
CHUNG Yiu-Kwong, was very excited about the idea and very eager
to proceed with the plan. She was quite impressed by the enthusiasm.
The advisory group assist in the building of lesson plans and study
sheets. All the preparation work is to allows children to start the
artistic immersion even before actually stepping inside the concert
hall.

“Most children have never been to a concert and need to be led into the
world of music.” HONG Hui-Shan said. Children will start with
concert etiquette. They must learn to dress properly, applaud at appro-
priate timing, and value the idea of tickets. TCO spends a lot of time
discussing the content with the advisory group every year. As Music
As Life started with introducing the types of concerts with animating
illustrations and grew from there. 10 years ago, drama and dance were
incorporated into the program. Not only were the children fascinated
by the shows, but the performers were also beguiled by the unfolding
of the events on stage as well.

above :
WU Hui-Ling, general coordinator of the Art and Humanities Advisory Group, Department
of Education, Taipei City Government came up with the idea of From Seed to Art.

below :
WANG Li-An, director of children's play, adds drama into From Seed to Art with great success.

Incorporating Drama to Connect with Children

The decision to add drama into As Music As Life was made by director Wang. 2011 marked the beginning of many Chinese
music dramas to come. To Arms! Heroes features time travel, heroes and girls who cracks you up. The story is set in the Three
Kingdoms Era. It is a time of crises and opportunity. The musicians on stage are music magicians who can transport the characters
through time with magical Chinese music. Repertoire like Ambush from All Sides and Fantasia Terra - Cotta Warriors embodies
the nature of era as the three kingdoms of Wei, Shu and Wu fight for the throne. The songs fully demonstrate the techniques and

refined skills of Chinese music.

The change brought a new live to As Music As Life, and the good work has continued for a decade now. Many characters such as
gourd, bitter gourd and camellia, bitter cauliflower and jasmine are now adored by children. The choice of plot has also gone from
a historical event to issues important to six graders. The shows are often about courage, comradery, bullying and drugs interspersed
with video game related topics. The topics are close to children’s heart and life. WANG has invited many children onto the stage
to take part of the action for he believes on-site interaction is essential to the success of the play. He also made sure there were
interesting designs and instrument introductions to arouse interest. Children are crazy the shows for they can really sympathize.

The cooperation between orchestra and the performing arts troupes poses a challenge and a good learning opportunity for both
parties. KE Pei-Yu, who has participated in the performance since the first year, was trained by WANG Li-An. She took over as the
director this year. She believes that the actors learn to feel the music through repeated collaboration. Erhu player HUANG Zhen-Q)i,
Suona player LIN Rui-Bin and Zhongruan player MA Xin-Yu are all able to forget they are esteemed musicians and throw
themselves unreservedly into acting. Their willingness to explore unfamiliar territory brings new sparks to the show.

JIANG Zhen-Hao, associate conductor of TCO, is responsible for the repertoire. He needs to discuss the plot with the director and
come up with songs to complete the story. The task is a test to his professional ability. "I will not choose simple pieces merely
because the target audience is young. On the contrary, I believe large concertos will give them a better understanding of what

modern Chinese music is.”
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JIANG Zhen-Hao said that when As Music As Life takes place every year, the orchestra must perform two performances per
day for two weeks. The intensity puts pressure and stress on the performers. Which is why, the selection of songs is imperative.
They must make sure the musicians will still enjoy playing the song after repeating it so many times and find the strength and
desire to sharpen their skills and add more depth into the performance. This also ensures that children will be immersed in a
selected repertoire and not be bored by the performance. “If they leave the performance feeling intrigued, then our work is
done. Of course, it will be fantastic if they can take way some of the melodies with them.

JIANG Zhen-Hao, associate conductor of TCO (the conductor in the middle), takes the responsibility of selecting the most memorable repertoire for children very seriously.

Hate To Say Goodbye in Times of Pandemic

As Music As Life October 2021 pays tribute to Hate to Say Goodbye. The physical performance was cancelled due to the
pandemic and had to be pre-recorded for a session online. Without physical interaction to spice up the show, the challenge is
to figure out the right camera movements that will animate the final production.

WANG debuted Hate to Say Goodbye in 2014. The sensational work was such a roaring success, an upgraded version was
staged for theater goers later. This year, an exhilarating remake including great daruan and zhongruan performances and a
mind-blowing musical instruments PKs is here to greet music lovers. Repertoire includes large scale works such as LO
Leung-Fai’s Winter, JIANG Ying’s The Silk Road and of course WANG Li-An’s beloved The Art of Saying Goodbye and Hate
to Say Goodbye.

LIN Shu-Ling, who has always played the Bitter Cauliflower, says that sixth graders are about to graduate, enter a new phase
in life and away from familiar friends. They must say goodbye to all the wonderful teachers, classmates and campus they get
to know so well over time. Can they not say goodbye? Can they refuse to grow up? Director Wang tried help them make a
smoother transition with the songs. He wanted the children to know that “If saying goodbye is inevitable, we can do it with
more grace and solace.” When he died suddenly in August this year, he showed the world yet again what proper goodbyes are
like.

As Music As Life is far more sophisticated than it appears to be. Many come together and pool their effort into making it

happen. The meaningful and enlightening traditional will go on. Children will harvest laughter as well as music literacy as they

grow into respectable human beings.
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