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TSO 2013 QUARTERLY

The year 2013 is fast drawing to a close. Over the past year, the TSO has striven for
the new and innovative, and appointed the world-renowned Hungarian conductor
Gilbert Varga to serve as its Principal Conductor. In just the first few months
of his tenure, Maestro Varga has already imparted to the orchestra his forward-
looking insights and systematic discipline in programming and preparation for the
2013 concert season. This year's TSO concert performances have exhibited superb
collaborations with numerous outstanding musicians from all over the world. Under
Maestro Varga's leadership, precise direction and eye for detail, the TSO's full
potential and talents have come together anew, presenting to the discerning music
aficionado and general audience alike, performances which have transformed the
musical and cultural landscape of this City. Varga's final Taipei concert performance
this year with the TSO will take place on Nov. 30. And it is with great anticipation
and excitement that Taipei's enthusiastic music loving community looks forward to
even more opportunities to hear great performances of the TSO as it reaches for new

heights in the next year 2014.

Deputy Commissioner of the Department of Cultural Affairs
Acting General Director, Taipei Symphony Orchestra

sfh./ﬁ7'ém



“This is a new beginning for myself and the Taipei Symphony Orchestra --
a purposeful collaboration filled with excitement, hope and anticipation.
Together we are embarking on a musical partnership not only to bring
to the people of Taipei enjoyment of the highest standards of music-

making, but also to realize our mission to build a quality ensemble

with an admired reputation at home and internationally, and with an

enviable and enduring place within the cultural life of the community

that embodies the spirit and vibrancy of this great city.”

E51E - RRaREIHIrscERE

Gilbert Varga, Principal Conductor & Taipei Symphony Orchestra
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World', the one that evetyone can hum the tune to. And this pe;ﬁ;mumce was like an exciting thiller: very energetic, very well-
p/arme(l, comp/ete/y under control and with beautﬂ[ ve[vety sound ﬁom the otchestra, who /1/(1}/0(/ with volume and Am/}/ even in the
f;nte sections. This was an impressive and unexpectec{ intexpretation. i

BelinKonzerthaus Oxchestra / Dvorak Symphony No. 9Vew World

Clemens Goldberg, kultwnadio.de, December 2012
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A commanding and authoritative figure on the podium,Varga is

renow% for his elegant baton technique. Gilbert Varga, son of the

ted Hungarian violinist Tibor Varga (1921-2003) , studied

under three very different and distinctive maestros: Franco Ferrara

(1911-1985) , Sergiu Celibidache (1912-1996) and Charles
Bruck (1911-1995) .

Varga has held positions with and guest-conducted many of the
major orchestras throughout the world. Repeatedly acclaimed for
his ability to draw out a broad range of colours and emotions from
the orchestra ,Varga has toured the major musical halls in Europe
over the past decade, and his reputation in North America has grown
rapidly. His latest recording, released in January 2011, of concertos
by Ravel and Prokofiev with Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin
and Anna Vinnitskaya on Naive Records was given five stars by
BBC Music Magazine.
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"The clarity, agility, and expressiveness of the TSO are awe-inspiring, an orchestra destined to take its
place as one of the world's top symphony orchestras."
—Saarbricker Zeitung

NER—EIFEEBER S NENRGIEHSE,
HETEFZRAFUNZRERESHSD, |
— FETRIEIER Charles Olivieri-Munroe

"A very fine and pleasant orchestra to work with. A lot of talent potential."
— Charles Olivieri-Munroe
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The Taipei Symphony Orchestra was found-
ed in 1969. Since its founding, TSO has
grown from a mere thirty-member organiza-
tion, to its current size of over one hundred

members.

Over its 44 years history, the TSO has in-
vited and collaborated with numerous world
renowned artists, including cellists Yo-Yo
Ma and Mstislav Rostropovich, (1927-
2007) as well as premier conductors such
as Yuri Temirkanov, performing a vast array
of concert, opera, ballet and other musical
performances. In addition, the TSO has
participated regularly in international music
exchanges, bringing the Orchestra traveling
to more than 40 cities in more than a dozen
countries internationally. Frequent perfor-
mances abroad have brought recognition and
prestige both at home and abroad. In May of
2013, the world renowned conductor, Gil-
bert Varga was appointed Principal Conduc-
tor to lead the Taipei Symphony Orchestra

towards a vibrant and exciting future.
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3 2]t A R E R B Taipei Symphony Orchestra Members

AE ek Orchestra

BB iE ILERES Assistant Conductor Shou-Ling Wu
wms sz e
% BEER Eﬂ:ﬁ% - First Violin Ya-Li Chang En-Chi Chen Ching-Wen Wu Sy-Ying Shieh
et AL BREE W4 Tsu-Tien Juan Shang-Ching Lai  Ya-Chen Chu Li-Ly Su
WRATHT  PBRESS P [lsF20 Mei-Shiou Chen Chin-Fen Huang ~ Yi-Hsin Lin Yen-Cheng Yin
ETNEE * BRIAE YRHE TR Second Violin * Chau-Chuan Chen ¥t Shih-Tsang Chang ~ Ching-Yun Hsiao ~ Chun-Hsiung Lin
R I % ‘Wei-Sen Kao Jen-Hsien Chen Wei-Hsuan Lee Wen-Huey Lo
s el W R
* §§§ % ﬁﬁ; :Zl;lun-Lixll-I Yen Chih-Li Chang Jye-Suo Chao Ying-Chun Liu
-Hsuan Huang

fEEEE YL i Cello * Janet Chien ¢ Pei-Yu Wang Ching-WenHsu  Chin-Ping Chen
b G A Y A 5 Ching-Fei Chien Shu-Ling Hong ~ Yu-Han Chen Lo-Yao Kao
Y JEHEEE Y BRI Double Bass % Han-Han Cho ¢ Chih-Ying Lin Hsin-Hua Liao 1-Shan Chou
e AL SRR Flute * i}::;i:;e;:‘uang 77 Chao-Che Liu An-Li Tsen;

a H g

K BlEEE o bl Oboe % Song-En Wang 77 Chen-Yi Lai Pei-Chi Lee
KARGGH S TR Clarinet * Wei-Leng Chen ¢ Chiao-Hui Yang Tsuhsin Lin Wen-Hsin Chang
B % ¥ E16s9 s Bassoon  Hsien-Hui Chang ¢ Hsing-Ping Wang  Siou-Hui Wang
NS o BlEERE o I French Horn ¢ Yi-Chun Wang Chung-Chich Hsiao Hsin-Chung Chen  Hsin-Yi Huang
B kBT ZELERD 5 Trumpet * Hsei-PingDeng 7 Chun-Yi Ho Kai Cheng
EEELE P Trombone * Shyan-Jer Lee Chia-Jung Tsai Shuang-Liang Hsu
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o Bass Trombone Keng-Yu Chen
EER ARy ¢

. g Tuba Chien-Shiun Chen
A HRILR Tarzzat Li-En Han

EAR = 2 BB E Percussion Kuo-Chou Ling Ling Sun I-Ju CHEN
g5 ERfe Harp Ling-Ling Wang
FESS BT Piano Cecilia Hsiu-Hsien Chen

S
TBAR
FAER HiEZE Acting Director Huoy-Fen Lin
N prenms
WE TR Secretary Tuan-Jung Hsu
EEMEEE bR Orchestra Manager Cecilia Hsiu-Hsien Chen
it % ?& E %ﬁ 1’% B {E SRR Acting Research & Promotion Manager Shou-Ling Wu
4B FEAE FAE 5B General Affairs Manager Jen-Yung Huang
EN=1 BEAERE Account Manager Ya-Lan Chang
BEEER A
=3\ e 5

AFEER REA Associate Personnel Manager Sarah Mei
ABBHEE i5%ii7 Associate Orchestra Manager Helen Lin Jessica Chen Jenny Kuo
EEAEEE S BUE WiliE Librarian Bridget Chen Hsin-Yi Liu

HEIR PEEEH ZIRKG Stage Manager Shu-Hsiu Lee
HEEE F=EH esoclailiceal il Zoe Chou Fu-Hui Tsai Yi-Peng Huang

7T HEE [ EREGT .
TR E R S %ﬁfi . Document Staff Jeff Chen Kuling Masaw Shu-Jih Chang Fony
rRBHANE PR I Driver Kuo-Yi Hsu P

Administration

Associate Accountant Alina Hsiao

Personnel Manager Pao-Yueh Wu

BE TR Staff Hsiu-Chin Chang ~ Shou-Chen Tsai  Bao-Chen Tang., « *Hsi-Lan'St | .
IEAE REZE 2 friam JERME Hsien-Chun Chou  Lih-Fen Wang Mei-NuKuo. = Ding-Cheng Jiang
ERF gL SRR B Alex Yo Ashley Chen L

K YBIEERE AHBER % Principal ¥ Assistant Principal /\ Unpaid Leave
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Fire and Ice
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November 7,Thursday

Fire and Ice at War

Time | 7:30 PM
Place | National Concert Hall
Price | 300 500 800 1000 1200 1500

Performers

Joshua Kangming Tan, Conductor
Sayaka Shoji, Violin

Taipei Symphony Orchestra

Program

Jean Sibelius | Finlandia, Op. 26

Jean Sibelius | Violin Concerto in D Minor, Op. 47
Aram Khachaturian | Masquerade Suite

Maurice Ravel | Pavane pour une infant défunte
Maurice Ravel | Boléro

While the Scandanavian and Iberian Peninsulas look only inches apart on a map, they are actually worlds apart.

Particular geographical locations create unique historical and cultural characteristics. The music of Finnish
composer Sibelius, although mysteriously boundless in feel, also carries with it a certain agility. The music
of French composer Ravel, on the other hand, who was one quarter Spanish, intermittently provides strong
representations of an ancient Spanish flavor. This concert will explore the music of composers from northern and
southern Europe, covering local variants of music possessing intense cultural characteristics.

Sayaka Shoji was the first Japanese and, at the age of 16, the youngest violinist to win the Paganini Competition
in Italy in 1999, which came as quite a shock to the international music community. Shoji currently uses the
Stradivari violin that once belonged to legendary violinist Joseph Joachim (1831-1907).

The extraordinary vioinist Sayaka Shoji and Singaporean conductor Joshua Kangming Tan, who has gained much
notoriety internationally in recent years, will share the stage in this remarkable concert. Musicians of immense
talent performing music written by renowned composers will make this an unforgettable night at the National
Concert Hall, full of the radiant fire and ice of Europe.
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November 1 5 ,Friday

Verdi’s Requiem

Time | 7:30 PM
Place | Zhongzheng Auditorium, Zhongshan Hall
Price | 300 500 800 1000

Performers

Roberto Abbado, Conductor
Amber Wagner, Soprano
Tichina Vaughn, Mezzo-soprano
Francesco Demuro, Tenor
Riccardo Zanellato, Bass

Program
Giuseppe Verdi | Requiem

‘What is the first thing that comes to mind when you hear the word requiem?

In Western music, a requiem represents sublimely and solemnly religious aspect of the soul departed, particularly
in Catholicism, where the requiem is a mass meant for the repose of the soul. Many famous composers, including
Mozart, Brahms, Verdi and Faure all wrote well-known requiems. But who exactly is it that listens to a requiem?
Mortals or the dead?

Italian composer Verdi composed Requiem in memory of Alessandro Manzoni, an Italian poet and novelist much

admired by Verdi. Although the piece has a religious title, the music is inundated with dramatic elements and
filled with rich acoustical effects. Verdi’s Requiem can be considered the most dramatic and stirring of any of the
requiems ever composed.

When Verdi composed this piece did he include a hidden message in the notes? Celebrating 200 years since his
birth, you will surely hear something lurking in the music!
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November 1 7 Sunday

Francois Boulanger
et André Henry

Time | 7:30 PM
Place | Zhongzheng Auditorium, Zhongshan Hall
Price | 200 300 500

Performers

Frangois Boulanger, Conductor
André Henry, Trumpet

Taipei Symphonic Winds

Program

George Bizet | L'Arlésienne Suite No. 2

H. Tomasi | Trumpet Concerto

Jacque Offenbach | Ouverture Orphée aux enfers

Leroy Anderson | Clarinet Candy, Fiddle-faddle,
Typewriter

Leonard Bernstein | West Side Story Medley
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November 22 Friday

Chin-I Chiang &
Xavier Luck in Concert
with TSO Chamber Orchestra

Time | 7:30 PM
Place | Zhongzheng Auditorium, Zhongshan Hall
Price | 200 300 500

Performers

Chih-I Chiang, Conductor
Xavier Luck, Flute

TSO Chamber Orchestra

Program

C. P. E. Bach | Flute Concerto in G Major, H. 445

Antonin Dvofdk | Serenade for Strings in E Major,
Op.22

Samuel Barber | Adagio for Strings, Op. 11

Vasily Kalinnikov | Serenade for String in G Minor

!
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November 3 O ,Saturday

Roman Impressions

Time | 7:30 PM
Place | Zhongzheng Auditorium, Zhongshan Hall
Price | 300 500 800 1000

Performers

Gilbert Varga, Principal Conductor
Daniel Miiller-Schott, Cello
Taipei Symphony Orchestra

Program

Antonin Dvoték | Cello Concerto in B Minor, Op. 104
Charles Ives | The Unanswered Question

Ottorino Respighi | Feste Romane (Roman Festival)

How should one describe the impression one gets of a specific land and its people? The average person would use
a camera to record what they see, but a composer uses music to sketch his images!

No one has ever quite been able to resist the arresting charisma of the ancient city of Rome. Yet it seems that only
a local Roman can actually write something that speaks to the true flavors of Rome. Italian composer Respighi
provides us musical notes to serve as a tour guide as we travel from the Colosseum to the brick roads walked
upon by the tyrant ruler Nero and countless pilgrims through the middle ages, and then introduces us to the grape
harvest and wine celebrations. Three Roman tone poems allow the imagination to free itself from the shackles of
time and space, taking the listener on a journey that spans two millennia of Roman culture.

The grandeur of Bohemia is found in the simplicity and purity of its culture. The land is full of emotion, and only
the Czech composer Dvotak could sew a seamless tapestry of cello melodies so that you can see the true Bohemia.
The greatness of Bohemia and the power of Rome. The musical impressions are boundless. ..
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December 5 , Thursday

The New World

Time | 7:30 PM
Place | National Concert Hall
Price | 300 500 800 1000 1200 1500

Performers

Nikolay Alexeev, Conductor
Marianna Tarasova, Mezzo-soprano
Taipei Symphony Orchestra

Program

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky | Francesca da Rimini, Op. 32

Modest Mussorgsky | Songs and Dances of Death

Antonin Dvorak | Symphony No. 9 in E Minor, Op. 95
"From the New World"

On the surface of the earth, explorers are out to conquer all challenges that may face them, witnessing countless
wonders with every step along the way.

Although he was not an explorer, Czech composer Dvofak’s Symphony No. 9, also known as the “New World
Symphony,” encapsulates everything that would have been written by an actual explorer when crossing the
Americas for the first time. In this piece, the composer utilizes Native American folk songs and dances, fusing
them together elements from his own Bohemian culture to create an unprecedented symphonic masterpiece. As a
Czech national in America, what was deep inside his heart truly came out in his music.

During the same period, musical compositions and literary works were often intimately connected in Russia.
Tchaikovsky borrowed from Dante, while Mussorgsky used poems that depicted social realism. In their music,
literature is no longer simply words on the page, but brought to life in the form of an intense musical literature.

Nikolay Alexeev, renowned conductor of the St. Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra since 2000, will be joined
on stage by the extraordinary talented Russian mezzo-soprano Marianna Tarasova. In this concert, Dvorak will
introduce you to the New World and the music of Russian will be given a voice of boundless insight.
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2 bV R 24k A Musical Soirée
B SIS S S s e () at the Coffee Lounge with TSOC
W | B 7 B 30 43 W 0
H B | ohplp 715 il - Place | Guangfu Auditorium, Zhongshan Hall
= {& | 200 Price | 200
HEhE Performers
foiE | B Shou-Ling Wu, Conductor
T T A B 2 IS Taipei Symphony Orchestra Chorus
i Program
WRIE | B E Giacomo Puccini | O mio babbino caro (from opera "Gianni Schicchi")
CGEETE GRESREE) ) Charles Gounod | Ah! Je veux vivre (from opera "Romeo et Juliette")
| ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ?{%‘ﬁ Stanislao Gastaldon | Musica proibita
EA=EC | <%M\@@%%£> ) Emesto De Curtis | Non ti scordar dime
mﬁﬁﬁﬁ | ;2> and more.......
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An Evening of Chansons

Time | 7:30 PM
Place | Zhongzheng Auditorium, Zhongshan Hall
Price | 300 500 800 1000

Performers

Ibrahim Yazici , Conductor
Anne Rodier, Soprano
Taipei Symphony Orchestra

Program

Charles Gounod | Marche funebre d’une marionnette

Jacques Offenbach | Infernal Galop from “Orpheus
in the Underworld”

Gabriel Fauré | Ouverture “Masques et Bergamasque”

Chanson of Fauré, Martimi, Satie, Berlioz.....and more

Cafés, smoky salons and a fascinating charm are what typically come to mind when one thinks of French
chansons. But what exactly is a chanson?

The term ‘chanson’ actually denotes any secular song that is sung in French. French is often called the most
beautiful language in the world. Thus, using the most gorgeous language in the world to sing a song should make
for the most romantic situation one could possibly imagine, right? Would you not like to experience the irresistible
charisma of French songs?

Once again, the Taipei Symphony Orchestra has invited French soprano Anne Rodier to offer audiences her
incredibly authentic performance of French songs. The gentle caressing sound of a woman’s voice coupled with
the majestic accompaniment of the symphony, not to mention the talented Turkish conductor Ibrahim Yazici, all
joined on the stage together to musically offer you the full romantic experience. Afraid you won’t understand what
is being sung in French? A French expat living in Taiwan will be there to interpret the text for you, giving the
audience a unique French musical experience.
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Varga & Collard

Time | 7:30 PM
Place | Zhongzheng Auditorium, Zhongshan Hall
Price | 300 500 800 1000

Performers

Gilbert Varga, Principal Conductor
Jean-Philippe Collard, Piano
Taipei Symphony Orchestra

Program
Joseph Haydn | Symphony No. 2 in C Major
Camille Saint-Saéns | Piano Concerto No. 2 in
G Minor Op. 22
Ludwig van Beethoven | Symphony No. 7 in
A Major Op. 92

The Japanese television series Nodame Cantabile, adapted from a manga series of the same name, may have
added new even more significance to Beethoven’s Symphony No.7, but the symphony was actually revered and
well-recognized long before the manga was ever written. The greatness of this piece cannot be merely reduced
to the short section that is featured in the series, albeit as majestic and stirring as it is. Would you like to observe
the entirety of the symphony’s greatness? If you appreciate Nodame Cantabile, then you should not miss this
opportunity.

Apart from Beethoven's Seventh Symphony, Taipei Symphony Orchestra’s principal conductor Gilbert Varga
has come up with a highly meaningful concert program for the audience, which will also include the Second
Symphony by Haydn — the “Father of the symphony” — along with French composer Saint-Saéns’ Piano
Concerto No.2 in order to preserve the spirit of the conductor’s debut performance with the TSO, using the sonic
qualities of piano and orchestra together to take the listener on a dream-like journey.
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