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THE COMPARATIVE BEHAVIORAL STUDY

ON CRAB-EATING MOOGOOSE
IN DIFFERENT POPULATION DENSITIES

Chen, Shun-Chi* Hsu, Tsai-Liang* Wang, Ying*

Abstract: Between 1989 and 1990 a number of studies were conducted on the behavioral
aspects of Crab-eating Mongoose (Herpestes urva) in the Taipei Zoo. Within the
three-year period the number of mongoose was the largest in 1988 and the smallest

in 1989. In these three years, all of these captive animals showed crepuscular
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habits and were more active after dawn (i.e., between 5-7 a.m.)and before dark

(i.e., between 5-7 p.m.) than at other times. The time budget of active and inac-
tive behavior varied between sexes and in three years. In 1989 eating, defecating
, urinating, playing, and locomoting were the most frequently observed behaviors
, while fighting was the least among these years. Two instances of reproduction
were observed in 1989, but no reproduction occurred in 1988 and 1990. Low popu-

lation density therefore appeared to provide a less stressful environment for
these captive animals.
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