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THE BEHAVIOR STUDY
ON THE CAPTIVE ASIAN BULL ELEPHANT (Elephas maximus)

Li, Jui—Hua™ and Yang, Chien—Jen™

ABSTRACT : The purpose of this study is to observe and record the behavior changes
that occured in our old male Asian elephant during his annual musth period. Three
stages could be divided during the musth cycle. Temporal drainage, appetite decrease,
restlessness, agression, rubbing the temporal glands and penis tapping with tail could
found during the premusth. The bull also approached closer to the cow, sniffing her
vaginal area and excretion, and showed aggressive behaviors toward the keeper during
the premusth. In addition to the above-mentioned behaviors, urine dribbling and appetite
loss were two distinguished characteristic behaviors, during the full-musth stage. In the
meantime, the bull looked tired, and inactive and swayed steadily. During the post-
musth stage, the urine dribbing ceased, appetite increased, temporal drainage decreased
gradually, and the behavior mentioned in the previous two stages disappeared. The be-
havior characters during the musth period shows no interaction with sexual activities.
But those behaviors are influenced by age and heath condition of the bull. During the
crisis of musth perioid several methods can be used, such as decreasing the food, offer-
ing bathing opportunity, and estrogen or antiandrogen injection in order to relieve the
physiology stress of the bull. And to secure keepers’ safety.
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