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THE BIOLOGICAL STUDY OF FORMOSAN GEM-FACED CIVET
(Paguma larvata taivana)

Cheng, Shih—Chia® and Wang, Ying™* *

ABSTRACT : Formosan Gem—faced Civet (Paguma larvata taivana) is an endemic sub-
species mammal to Taiwan. Questionaire and field study were set up to understand the
situation of its wild distribution, habit, and captivity from September, 1990 to April,
1991. According to eyewitness from 63 forest workers, it can be found at the area from
50 to 2,000 m above the sea level. It appeared in broad—leaved forest (66.67%) and conif-
er, broad—leaved mixed forest (17.40%). It is more common at the eastern and southern
parts of Taiwan. In the aspect of captivity, 109 people registered to keep Formosan
Gem—faced Civet and 5,215 of them had been Taiwan. More people (53) of northern
part kept them, but people of southern part more of them (average 156.2 animal per per-
pon). According to breeding data provided from breeding pen (n=21), the mating peak
of Formosan Gem—{faced Civet is in April, and birthrate is higher in June. More of them
kept their babies for 60—62 days. More of them bred twice a year. 61.90% of keepers
hope that the government can legally open the breed of Formosan Gem-—faced Civet
and 28.57% of keepers hope that the government can guide them to manage to make use
of Formosan Gem—faced Civet.
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