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A RESEARCH IN BUTTERFLY COMMUNITIES AND
HABITAT MANAGEMENT.

Jen-Jyh Chen* and Yau-I Chu**

ABSTRACT : Habitat destruction is the primary threat to butterflies in the
world, so proper management of habitats is vital to the conservation of
butterflies and the maintenance of biodiversity of butterflies. We should not
only slow down the exploitation of their natural habitats, but also provide
them with optimal conditions by changing certain environment factors of
some unnatural habitats which have been disturbed or abandoned by human
beings. Before the chang of environment factors, a study in community struc-
ture and the interaction beween butterflies and their environments should be
carried out to obtain information of habitat requirements of butterflies.

The distribution and behaviour of butterflies are greatly influenced by
topography and microclimates; most species prefer to stay in the ecotone of
different comunities. The influence of canopy density on activities of butter-
flies is significant, while the influence of human disturbance and plant diver-
sity on the butterflies fauna is not significant.
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