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THE STUDY OF WHITE PELICAN ON IMPROVING FEEDING RACK
IN WATERFOWL POOL

Wu, Chia-Chun*

ABSTRACT: A small population of white pelican (Pelecanus onocrotalus) was settled
and raised with other water birds in the area for observing waterfowls in mid-October
1986 after all animals were moved to new Taipei Zoo in September 1986. The area for
exhibition of white pelican was about one hectare. In the beginning, there were only
ten more wild black-crowned night herons (Nycticorax nycticorax) in the area and
accommodated themselves to the other water birds. However, the immigrants have
been aggregated from one species to three main species, which included black-
crowned night herons (Nycticorax nycticorax), Little Egret (Egretta garzette), and
Cattle Egret (bubuleus ibis), and other migratory birds in four years. Those popula-
tions were counted about one thousand individuals. The three species became the
permanent residents of ther area and caught almost all feed for the white pelican. This
situation made the small population of white pelican become no competition for feed
and tend to be extincted though we have tried to expel the night herons or to move
the white pelican population to another pond. Therefore, we decided to make a special
feeding rack that could prevent the feed being stolen by the night herons. This feed-
ing rack kept feed in deeper water in which the night herons could reach it hardly,
and the white pelican still could pick up the feed from the feeding rack. The improved
equipment performed significant efficiency.
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