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A studies on ecology of Nephila ssp.
( Araneae: Tetragnathidae ) in Taipei Basin

Yi-Hua Chen* Yu-Feng Chen** Jen-Jyh Chen***

Abstract: During 1997, a study on ecology of two large orb-web spiders
Nephila ssp. in Taipei Basin were conducted. Nephila ssp. abounds in abandoned
area, and decreases with human disturbance. Nephila maculata and Nephila
clavata were recorded in woodlands, the former distributes around Taipei Basin,
while the latter is only recorded in Nehu and Muja. Argyrodes miniaceus, the
commensal spiders, which live within the webs of female Nephila ssp, consums
the small preys on webs and help its host by keeping the web clean. Nephila
maculata enjoys big preys with Argyrodes miniaceus, but Nephila clavata doesn’t.
Self —cannibalism was also recorded in Nephila maculata .

Key words: Nephila ssp., Argyrodes miniaceus, commensal spiders

*Chen-Yen junior high school
**Swan-Lan primary school
***Taipei, Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C.





