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The Survey on Pathogens Carried by the Wild
Little Egret in the Taipei Zoo

Pao-Jung Wang*, Eleanor Lan**, Shiou-Lin Lin*, Nien-Chien Sung*,
Junn-Shang Ju*, Chien-Yuan Huang***, Chau -Hwa Chi*

Abstract: In order to investigate the possibility of diseases in wild little egrets
( Egretta garzetta) residing in the Taipei Zoo’s aquatic area, 32 wild little egrets
were acquired and their various internal organs were investigated for parasites,
bacteria, and other possible diseases. Bacteria found were from 19 genie and 25
species. Parasites found were from 10 genie and 16 species. The investigation for
New Castle disease virus using blood serum antibody titer produced "+" results
in some of the samples. Knowing this data, it can be more readily understood
what the egrets may transmit to the other zoo animals and in this way endanger
them. The knowledge obtained can also aid in the prevention and protection of
the zoo’s animals.
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