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Rabies — An Emerging and Difficult Eradicable Zoonotic
Disease

Chun-Tshen Wang*, Chin-Cheng Chou*

Abstract: Rabies is a fatal contagious zoonotic disease. The prevention and
controlling policy for rabies today is mainly through vaccination of animal host.
However, new emerging cases still erupt all the time. This article discussed the
characteristics of rabies virus, epidemiology, transmission, etiology, diagnostic
methodology, vaccine application, quarantine requirement, research and control
strategies, etc. Taiwan, a country free of rabies, was taken as an example for
preventing the invasion of the disease in this text. Wild animals are the source
of rabies in developed countries, but canine is the main one in developing and
under —developed countries. The exposure source can not be defined for almost
half of the fatal human rabies. For those known transmission vectors, dog is the
main source of exposure. However, bat was identified as the most possible expo —
sure source (53% ) in United States. Since the infected hosts are changing from
domestic animals to wildlife animals and the exposure source for the majority
fatal cases could not be identified, we need an active surveillance system to
prevent and control this fatal disease in Taiwan. Due to a long incubation period
of rabies, an efficient quarantine must be taken to prevent rabies invasion and
Zzoos must pay attention on their captivity animals.
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