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Morphplogy and Life History of the Japan Water Scorpions
(Laccotrephes japonensis Scott.)

I-Hsin Wu*, Chia Hao. Ho ,Ping-Shin Yang**

Abstract

The Japan Water Scorpions ( Laccotrephes japonensis Scott.) are aquatic bugs
which usually live in water no more than 3 feet deep. They hunt for small fish,
dragonfly nymphs , crustaceans and tadpoles. They may also feed on mosquito
larvae. The Japan water scorpions’ egg have six filaments help the embryo
inside the egg extract air from the water. Nymphs are like their parents, their
front pair of legs are adapted for seizing their prey, and have long, slender
thread on the tail. Nymphs have five instars, which were placed a growth cham -
bers with 25 + 1 °C ,12L:12D photoperiod. The results indicated that the duration
of egg stage was 9.69 days. Nymphal stages were 10.75 days,11.82 days, 12.64
days, 14.19 days and 27.50 days. Egg and adult could over the winter, the elder
of the stoges the longer of the development time. The life of adult can more
than one year. The results could be suggested some information for management
of rear and exhibit on Insect house.
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