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THE REPRODUCTION MANAGEMENT OF LEPARD
GECKOS

Chiu Jo-Chun* and Yang Chiang-Lan*

Abstract

It’s the first time to try to breed lepard geckos ( Eublepharis macularis ) at the
reptile house in Taipei zoo on February 6 1999. There were only four geckos, 1
male and 3 female in reptile house from the beginning.The author keep them
together from February to July, and the three female gecoks lay 41 eggs continu -
ally after mating during that period.The author pick and choose 25 insemination
eggs and hatched them.There were 22 babise geckos came out, the success rate
of incubation was 88.5%. The incubation duration varies with temperature from
38 =57 days, the higher temperature the fewer days to incubation. And the aver —
age was 42.5 *+ 4.3days ( n=22 ) . The sex of lepard geckos is determined by
the incubation temperature. In this study when the incubation temperature was

27.3 C all the babies were gials. When the temperature was 28.1-30.3 C both
sexes were produced, and when it was 30.6 -31.5 C all the babies were boys. 10
eggs had been measured separaely from the frist day to the young 9 weeks old.
The eggs were growth up and become large more and more during incubation.
The growth rate of the eggs was egg weight > egg length > egg wide. The body
weight of the young geckos when they born were all almost equal to the eggs
weight when they lay.Boys were large than gials in every side. Except body
weight, the growth rate of body length and tail length in the beginning period,
female seemed fast than male.

Key words: Leopard geckos, reproduction, management.

*Taipei Zoo, Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C.





