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The Diet, Feed Adjustment and Parasite Control for
Ungulates at the Taipei Zoo

Yang, Ci Wen*, Li, An Shing and Guo*, Jun Cheng*

Abstract

Currently the Taipei Zoo raises 387 types of ungulates, in 11 families, and 44
species. Since 1997, we adjusted the types of feed and formulations, which began
with fresh forage and edible hay. Include were six kinds of fresh grass, branches,
and leaves.These are used as the major food for our ungulates, which effectively
reduces the undesirable condition of soft excrement, which was often seen with
our giraffes before. We experimented with five kinds of imported hay between
1997 and 1999, eventually eliminating all but one type exclusively; the domesti—
cally produced Pangola hay ad libitum since October 1999. In light of the damp
weather at Taipei, especially in wintertime, the hay storehouse is air —condi—
tioned and kept at the constant temperature of 16 -18 ‘C . Two dehumidifiers are
kept on all day to control the relative humidity under 75%. We also increase the
content of vitamin E in pellet feed from 100 IU /kg to 400 IU /kg. In the
instance of our local Formosan serow, we stared to increase the supply of concen -
trated and Vitamin E additive to their diet in 1998, and improved the feeding
method of branches and leaves. Consequently, there are less episodes of diarrhea
and higher survival rates of young animals in the winter. The serow at the zoo
multiplied 5 in 1998 to 12 in 2001. From March 1998 to June 1999, we lost
several giraffes due to the parasite infection and digestive disable. Since 1999,
we decreased fruit and vegetable supply to giraffes and increase the tree leaves
and branches. We also attempted in May 2000 to add anthelmintic (flubendazole
5mg /kg body weight) in the compound pellet for parasite control. Numerous
Ascaris were purged from our Mongolian wild horses and zebras only one day
after administration. The same method (invemetcin 0.2 mg /kg body weight )
was used to purge nematode in October 2000, which also provided good effects.
In the future as part of our parasite control efforts we will add suitable doses of
anthelmintic in the feed pellets to address the specific need of certain species.
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