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Effects of varying different diets on the nutrient
requirements of felids

Ci Wen Yang*

Abstract:LThere are 77 individuals of fourteen species felids are fed at Taipei
Zoo. (Puma, Lion, Cheetah, Leopard, Bengal Tiger, Lynx, Jaguar, Black Leop -
ard, Leopard Cat, Ocelot, Bobcat, Serval Cat, Cloud Leopard) The main diets
of felids in the beginning of 1998 include beef and chicken meat, for the animals
in the nocturnal house; the diets were adding chicken neck and powder of dog
food. In the Taiwan area and the nocturnal hours, little life prey was adding to
the diets. Depending on the nutrients analysis: their diets contain dry matter 23
~ 31%, crude protein 18 ~ 22%, crude fat 1.93 ~ 6.42%, crude fiber 0 ~ 0.21%,
carbohydrate (N.D.F.) 0 ~ 3.66, Ash 1.06 ~ 2.82%, Calcium (Ca) 0.005 ~ 1.19
%, and Phosphate (P) 0.22 ~ 0.57%. Since March of 1998, the diets of felids
have odding life prey and commical field diets to balance the protein Ca and P
levels in the diets. The nutrients content: DM 23.6 ~ 38%, crude protein 18 ~
21%, crude fat 2.46 ~ 8%, crude fiber 0 ~ 1.5%, carbohydrate 0 ~ 2%, Ash 1.15
~ 5.3%, Ca 0.37 ~ 1.4%, and P 0.33 ~ 0.7%. Collection of the fecal samples
from feeding different diets of lion, the analysis of nutrients content:DM 25.69 ~
37.39%, crude protein 5.27 ~ 1.92%, crude fat 1.67 ~ 5.22%, crude fiber 1.14 ~
4.99%, carbohydrate 0.41 ~ 4.42%, Ash 8.2 ~ 19.79%, Ca 2.39 ~ 6.16%, and P
1.22 ~ 3.33%.

There were 50 cats dead from July 1994 to March 1998, 13 dead associated with
kidney disease, 8 for the digestibility orgon disease, 9 for the heart ond lung
disease, 19 for other reasons; form Spring 1998 to March 1999 provided modified
diets, there were only two animals died.
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