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Use of Etorphine-acepromazine to Anesthetize Mongolia Wild

Horses (Equus caballus Prezewalskii)

Yu, Jane-Fang*; Chin, Shih-Chien*; Chen, Shig-Ying*; Chen, Li-Ya**;
Lin, Li-Hsin**; Lin, Chin-Hung**

Abstract

In order to trim hoof and to check the annual physical examination, eleven
captive Mongolia wild horses (Equus caballus Prezewalskii) in Taipei zoo were
immobilizated with the combination of etorphine —acepromazine (Large Animal
ImmobilonR ) during May to July, 2000 . Totally twelve anesthestic records were
analyzed, the total average of anesthesia dosage was etorphine 15.33+3.9 ug /kg.
Induction time average needed 9.68 + 12.48 mins. After darting, paddling and
circling movements or ataxia were seen in the induction period for some individ —
uals. During anesthesia time, the animals presented the signs of respiratory
depression, tachycardia, hyperthermia, and 4 animals were shivering and 3
animals still could kick. Diprenorphine was given intravenously for reversal of
effects of etropine. The average dose of diprenorphine was 23.7 £ 9.7pg /kg and
the reversal time was 1.20+ 1.39 mins. Our results indicated that using etorphine —
acepromazine to immobilize Mongolia wild horses can induce a smooth and effec -
tive anesthesia for short time manipulation for medical and manage purposes.
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