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The Effect of Mixed Exhibit on the Behaviors of
African Animals at Taipei Zoo. III. An Investiga-
tion of General Behaviors of Large Sized Antel-
opes

Liang-Chou Hsia!, Ru-Wen Sun?, Pao-Chung Chen? and Yuh-Ling Yang!

1Pig Research Institute, Taiwan
2Taipei Zoo

The number and species of observed animals and the observation period are as follows:

(1986-1987) (1986-1987) 1987 Summer (1987-1988)
winter I winter 11 winter
Gemsbok 3 3 5 2
Cape eland 6 6 5 7
Kudu 6 5 6 7
Gnu — 6 6 6
Mountain zebra — — 4 -
Hartebeest - - 4 6

In 1986-1987 winter, general behaviors of animals were observed for 3 days before the adding
of gnus, and were observed for 4 days after the adding of gnus. In 1987 summer and 1987-1988
winter, five days in each season were spent. Scanning observations were made every two minutes
from 9 am. to 5 p.m.

Except kudus in 1986-1987 winter, all animals spent at least one hour, 12.5% of the day-time,
in feeding everyday. All animals except gemsboks had the shortest pacing time in 1987-1988 winter,
which was a lot colder than 1986-1987 winter, kudus’ and mountain zebras’ standing time were
longer than that of other species. In 1987 summer, most animals had less lying time probably ow-
ing to the addition of mountain zebra. This investigation also illustrated that mountain zebras seldom
lay down and stood very often.





