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Faecal pellets from known age and sex classes of barking deer (Muntiacus reevesii micrurus), samb-
ar (Cervus unicolor swinhoet), sika deer (Cervus nippon taiouanus) and Formosan serow (Capric -
orniscrispus swinhoei) were measured and weighed. Their defecation rates were examined in
penned enclosures. The mean values for the variables measured were greater for larger species
as well as individuals than the smallers, with sambar sika deer) Formosan serowbarking deer; adul-
ts> yealing in sambar and sika deer; male) female in barking deer, sambar and sika deer. Based on
max. length, max. width and volume, pellets of adult barking deer and Formosan serow can be
100% identified. Based on max.width, 87.5% of pellets of barking deer can be identified as origi-
nated from males and females. Max.width and volume can be used to claasified pellets from ad
ults and yealings in sika deer and sambar respectively. Discriminant functions based
on max.length and max.length/max.width can identified 85.37% of pellets as originated from
male and female sika deer. Based on max.length, 78.5% of sambar pellets can be identified as
originated from correct sexes. The defecation rates averaged 10.3 and 6.6 groups/day for adult
and yealing sambars, 9.0and 7.5 groups/day for adult and yealing sika deer respectively. There
was an average of 104.8 pellets/group for sambar and 83.0 pellets/group for sika deer. The defec-

ation rate of barking deer was estimated about 7 groups/day.





