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The Growth and Management Plan of the Gorilla
at Taipei Zoo

Chien-Jen Yang and Te-Ho Chen
Taipei Zoo

A male gorilla entered Taipei Zoo in January 1987 when he was estimated to be 2 years old.
He weighted 10.1 Kg at that time, and after six months his body weight began to increase stea-
dily. At the age of 4 he weighed 31.7 Kg that was lighter than most other 4 years old gorillas in
captivity, but because of the limit of the space of activity, his diet was restrained to avoid obesi-
ty.

His behaviors at different time of a day were observed. He was as energetic as other juvenile
gorillas outdoors, spending 44.5% of his time in playing and 40.3% of his time in movement. Being
kept indoors, be showed great dependence on keepers, and various diversions obyiously helped allay
boredom. Behaviours like chest-beating,submissive posture and indirect looking were observed.

Because gorillas have been kept by human beings for a long period of time, many studies have
been done and many conclusions have been drawn. Referring to those reports, we made manage-
ment plans for this animal. Actions that have been taken include offerring more diversions,in-
troducing a chimpanzee for company, increasing variety in food, making vegatative rice cake and
demanding special attention and concern from keepers.





