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Monitoring the Reproductive Condition by Determination of Steroid Hormone in
Feces.

Yuh-Yen Chen
Taipei Zoo

Sex hormone are produced in ovaries, testes, placensta and adrenal glands, and are excreted via
urine, feces and milk. Techniques have benn developed for the extraction and measurement of
sex hormone in feces. Use of excreted steroid hormone measures from feces offers the advantage
of a noninvasive method and easy Sample collection, Radioimmunnoassay (RIA) and Ex-
zymeimmunoassay ( EIA ) is used to quantify the steroid hormone in feces. Study of the steroid
hormone in feces provide the confirmation of ovulation and early pregnancy and monitoring the
menstrual cycle. They also provids means to establish the reproductive condition of studying
zoo animals and the ways such condition may be affected by particular environmental perturba-
tions.





