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Studies on the anatomy and the morphology of the Chinese pangolin ( Manis
pentadactyla )

Jiann-Ping Wang,Shur-Tzy Chen and Jin-Shan Chen
National Cheng Kung University Department Biology and Anatony *.

The Chinese pangolin,Manis pentadactyla,is included in the order Pholidota and the family
Manidae. Their upper parts are coverd with large scales,clawike nails and cutaueous muscles.
The structures of the upper limb is well developed,e.g. olecranon process and lateral epicondyle,
which good for digging and climbing. The tongue,which can be half as long as the whole body,
has long muscular roots that pass back to anchor it to the end of the sternum.The pangolins
feed on ants and some insects, no teeth.Because of their well-developed oifactory system they
relay chiefly on an acute sense of smell,but their sight and hearing are poorly developed.





