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A Preliminary Study on the Behavior of the Crab-eating Mongoose ( Herpestes urva
) in Captivity

Ying Wang and Shun-chi Chen
Institutiion of Blology, National Taiwan Normal University

The behavioral aspects and the distribution of the Crab-eating mongoose ( Herpestes
wrva ) in Taiwan were studied at Taipei Zoo from August 1987 to December 1988. Eigh-
teen captive animals showed crepuscular habits and were most active after dawn (5-7am)
and before dark (5-7pm ). Everyday they were almost inactive (81.7%) and slept through-
out the night (20:00~05:00). Locomotion took up a high proportion (41.8%) of their activ-
ity pattern which was followed by watching, eating, grooming, smelling, fighting, playing,
proping, mating, calling, defecating, and urinating. Little difference in behavior was obser-
ved between both sexes except the females showed a higher frequency in fighting during
reproductive seasons. Agonistic behavior was most common among animals of the same
sex and it usually happened near covers or feeding areas. Mating behavior was quite com-
mon between January and August. The Captive mongoose were observed to form social
groups or pairs. They cuddled together, animated tribe, cleaning each other, involving

mating. The mongooses seemed groups.





