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Parental Behaviors in Red-handed Tamarins
(Saguinus midas)

Ruoh-Jiun Chiu
Taipei Zoo

Two female red-handed tamarins were born in March 1988 for the first time at Taipei Zoo. Dur-
ing nursing period, the parents took care of baby tamarins together, and the relationship between
two parents became more complex. Observed behaviors included attack of the female (13.9%), war-
ning of the female (6.1%), escaping of the male (77.2%), grooming (1.7%) and mating (1.0%). The
whole nursing period can be divided into three periods, repellent period, buffer period and accep-
tant period. During the initial three days of the nursing period, the baby tamarins were totally
carried and cared for by the female, and the male was repelled. Gradually the male carried the
baby tamarins more and more often. Since the baby tamarins were 11 days old, they were mostly
carried by the male and went back to the mother only for being nursed.






