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Scent Marking in Captive Formosan Serows
(Capricornis crispus swinhoei)

Pao-Chung Chen and Bing-Mao Yen
Taipei Zoo

Scent marking of eight Formosan serows at old Taipei Zoo (Yuan Shan) was investigated. Both
male and female serows of high rank marked much more often than those of low rank. Marking
behaviors occurred mostly at feeding area, opposing area, the entrance and exit of enclosure, the
edge of pond and excreting area. This fact indicated that the scent marking is probably a territory
claiming behavior. 74% of marks were put on vertical and narrow fences or frames of doors, a-
nd some were left on trees and corners of walls.





