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The relationship between nutritional content of eucalyptus

( Eucalyptus spp. ) browse and food preference of koalas

Cheng-Wei Wang”, Shao-wen Kao"", Ming-Chieh Chao™~ and Mei-Fong Lin"""

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to understand why koalas have different preferences for different parts of eucalyptus leaves.
Through the observation of the preference of browsing eucalyptus by captive koalas at Taipei Zoo, we divided the leaves into
portions that were either preferred or not preferred by koalas. The different portion of samples were collected and the nutritional
contents were analyzed. The length of the preferred portion from young shoots of tallow wood, forest red gum, and swamp
mahogany were 27.50 + 6.45 cm, 26.07 £ 7.12 cm and 16.25 + 2.50 cm, respectively. The preferred intake portion contained higher
crude protein, but lower crude fiber and ash were shown in this portion. The preferred portion collected from the A Zone contained
lower crude fat. However, this was not observed in the same portion of sample that collected from the B Zone. It suggested that

captive koalas preferred to intake the higher crude protein portion.

Key words: koala, eucalyptus, intake preference, nutritional content

National Taiwan University
Taipei Zoo

National Taiwan University, corresponding author
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* 1. HEFERRE IO R R RE

fhifE FERERE* (em)

fats 27.50 + 6.45
GIEL 7 26.07+7.12
REERZ 16.25 +2.50

* PIEOREREMERTIIME £ %2 (n = 4)

X2, HEERRR A B fEEERRET SRR

fifE IKIF (%) FEAERT(%) FHABAE(%) FHE H (%) K53 (%)
HEtZ a 8.55 9.71 9.61 6.85 3.42
HEtZ b 8.55 13.73 13.08 6.28 4.03
HHEERZ a 11.44 6.64 8.95 13.87 495
HHEERZ b 10.07 7.06 18.00 8.27 6.03
KIERL a 10.79 9.01 7.29 7.66 4.06
KEEMZ b 10.10 9.87 14.36 7.63 4.82
afS i ERERIFIR B > bR REERST ©
3. MR RREBIE = AR IR B AR AL et SR
feifE RT3 (%) FAERI(%) FHARAE(%) MHEH (%) K3 (%)
HEtZ a 10.30 14.28 13.47 9.93 4.46
HEtZ b 10.56 13.75 14.65 6.63 4.44
HHEERZ a 9.77 10.63 8.97 12.40 5.09
HHEERZ b 9.13 9.03 19.07 9.70 5.49
KIERL a 10.28 9.12 8.97 10.39 4.36
KEEMZ b 10.81 9.53 14.45 9.14 4.94

a B RRRIFRETD - b BEAREDD -
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